WALA-TV (Channel 10, Mobile, AL-Pensacola, FL)
Tuesday, June 8, 2010

Allen: Nat'l Guard to help in BP claims

By John Rogers

BAYOU LA BATRE, Alabama - Coast Guard Admiral
Thad Allen says some folks in our area are not filing claims
because they think it's too much trouble and not worth it.
Adm. Allen's solution? Dispatch Alabama National Guard
troops to help locals file their claims.

Allen calls this a fairly novel idea, and it's still in the works.
But despite what the president says, many locals say money
from those claims are not coming fast enough.

Work is humming along in Bayou La Batre. It's time for the
shift change. The morning crews are sailing back to dock,
while the evening crews go off to work in the Gulf.

These local fishermen are oil spotters. They're paid by BP
to ride into the Gulf and look out for oil.

Some locals said they've been working with BP for weeks,
and haven't seen a dime.

"They've given us jobs and we're not getting paid for them.
I've been working with them for four weeks and I haven't
been paid," fisherman James Pope said.

BP claims offices have been set up to help locals recoup
money they lost in the spill, but some folks are still waiting
for their checks.

Coast Guard Admiral Thad Allen said the Alabama
National Guard will be trained to help people file their
claims. Allen said some people don't want to deal with
the hassle, but it's important to let them know they're
entitled to receive money for their losses.

But some folks who already filed claims want to see the
money.

"Three weeks ago, we turned in our first invoice for the
cleanup, still haven't received any money off of it!" Amy
Simms said.

BP said this week, it'll be mailing out a second round of
claims payments to 14,000 people and businesses
throughout the Gulf Coast .

But many folks want more than money. They want their
lives back.

"We'd be much more happier out there fishing and
working our tails off," added Simms.

The governor's office said the state has been working on
a plan to inform people and businesses about the claims
process, but they wouldn't go into more detail than that.

BP said including this second round of claims payments,
the company has doled out $84 million to people and
businesses who've lost money because of this spill. It's
a number they said they expect to keep growing.

URL:
http://www.fox10tv.com/dpp/news/gulf_oil_spill/allen-natl-guard-to-help-in-bp-claims
