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• Non-partisan, non-profit trade association that advocates for federal 

policies & funding in support of regional economic development

• Over 150 members in WA, OR, and ID:
Public ports Agriculture & forest products producers

Utilities Towboaters & steamship operators

Pilots Union labor

Port of 

Chinook

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association
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Deep draft navigation

• Puget Sound

• Grays Harbor

• Lower Columbia River

• Oregon coast

Small ports

• Puget Sound

• Lower Columbia River

• Oregon coast

Inland navigation

• Columbia Snake River System

PNWA Navigation Areas of Engagement
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• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
• Portland, Walla Walla, Seattle Districts

• Northwestern Division

• Headquarters in DC

• Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) – Pentagon

• Congress:
• Northwest House & Senate delegations (local and DC)

• House & Senate Energy & Water Appropriations Subcommittees

• House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee (T&I); Senate 

Environment & Public Works Committee (EPW)

• White House:
• Office of Management & Budget (OMB)

• CEQ

Advocating for Water Resources Infrastructure & Policy
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National Political Climate Change

Previously: The 117th Congress Post-2022 Elections:  The 118th Congress
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Regional Political Climate Change

Val Hoyle

D, OR-4

Marie 

Gluesenkamp

Perez

D, WA-3

Andrea Salinas

D, OR-6

Lori Chavez-

DeRemer

R, OR-5

OR WA



© Pacific Northwest Waterways Association 2023

Key Committee Positions

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS

Patty Murray (D, WA) * Derek Kilmer, (D, WA-6)

Jeff Merkley (D, OR) Dan Newhouse (R, WA-4)

Mike Simpson (R, ID-2)

SENATE EPW COMMITTEE HOUSE T & I COMMITTEE

Jeff Merkley, (D, OR) Rick Larsen (D, WA-2) (Ranking)

Marilyn Strickland (D, WA-10)

Val Hoyle (D, OR-4)

SENATE ENERGY & NATURAL Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R, OR-5)

RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Jim Risch (R, ID) HOUSE ENERGY & COMMERCE

Ron Wyden (D, OR) Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R, WA)*

Maria Cantwell (D, WA) Russ Fulcher (R, ID-1) 

Kim Schrier (D, WA-8)

SENATE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Maria Cantwell (D, WA)* HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES

Russ Fulcher (R, ID-1)

* Chair of Committee Cliff Bentz (R, OR-2)

Val Hoyle (Dl, OR-4)
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Washington’s Coastal & Puget Sound Ports

• Washington is the 3rd largest 

exporting state in the U.S.

• Together, the Ports of Seattle 

and Tacoma are the second 

largest container load center 

in the country



© Pacific Northwest Waterways Association 2023

Home to cargo terminals, 

commercial fishing fleets, 

marinas and recreational 

facilities

Oregon’s Coastal Ports
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▪ 14’ channel depth

▪ Extends 365 miles inland

▪ Eight locks

Inland Columbia-Snake River System
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▪ 43’ channel

▪ Over 51 million tons of cargo in 2020

▪ $21 billion in cargo value

▪ 40,000 jobs depend on the channel

Lower Columbia River
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Columbia River Jetties

MAJOR REHAB – ON SCHEDULE

▪ Help maintain depth & 

orientation of the navigation 

channel

▪ Provide protection for ships 

entering and leaving the river

▪ Jetty breach could lead to a 

shoaled-in bar
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Lower Columbia River Channel Maintenance

• Annual appropriated activity – four dredges

• Draft restrictions in 2011 - 2015

• 40’ draft restriction = $22M direct economic impact per year

• Cargo left on the dock, disruptions to supply chain

Port of Portland dredge Oregon

Recent funding history:

FY2019: $64,000,000

FY2020: $55,000,000

FY2021: $59,120,000

FY2022: $56,665,000

FY2023: $120,887,000 

FY2024: $68,369,000 (President’s Budget)

Seeking $75,706,000 in FY2024
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2024 – January 14 to March 29 McNary 
gudgeon anchor replacement

2030 – Anticipate 15 weeks, McNary 
gate and Bonneville gate

Columbia Snake River Locks Major Repairs

2024 & 2030 - UPCOMING
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Stern buoys

Pile dikes

Anchorages & Turning Basins

Weather buoys, tide gauges, etc.

Lower Columbia River Infrastructure Planning

ADDITIONAL NEEDS
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Lower Columbia River Turning Basins

▪ Authorization secured in Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) 2020 for 

a feasibility study

▪ Initial funding in FY2022 and remainder in FY2023

▪ Feasibility study ongoing through 2025

▪ Next phase anticipated for WRDA 2026 
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• Annual appropriations – Debt ceiling discussion

• Water Resources Development Act every 2 years

• Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund Reform & Implementation

• Infrastructure and multi-modal freight policy and funding

• Snake River Dams

• Columbia River Treaty

• Regulatory issues

Other:

• I-5 Interstate Bridge Replacement Program Citizen Advisory Group

• Collaboration with national port associations and regional/state port 

associations

Legislative & Policy Advocacy
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Challenges:

• Advocating for staffing capacity at all the regulatory agencies

• Changes in regulations

• Uncertainty – biggest  challenge for planning and construction

• Delays & cost increases

• ESA lawsuits of Federal agency programs 

Opportunities:

• Section 214 agreements and expansion

• New leadership in agencies and relationships

• Partnerships

Regulatory
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▪ PNWA represents navigation, 

farming & other sectors

▪ Significant collaborative work with 

State Department

Columbia River Treaty
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Snake River Dams & Litigation

▪ Inland Ports and Navigation Group 

(IPNG) – subset of PNWA

▪ 30 organizations from Washington, 

Oregon & Idaho

▪ Intervener status in CRSO EIS and 

(past) Snake River dredging 

lawsuits & ongoing mediation
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Stay Informed
Website  www.pnwa.net

Nor’Wester Newsletters

Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn

Upcoming Member Events:

• PNWA Summer Conference – June 21-23, Everett, WA

• PNWA Annual Convention – October 11-12, Vancouver, WA  

http://www.pnwa.net/
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Thank You – Questions?

dena.horton@pnwa.net

mailto:dena.horton@pnwa.net

