


THE SHIPPING AGENCY COMMUNITY AND MAIN FUNCTIONS
THESE COMPANIES REPRESENT ONLY A PORTION

OF THE MORE THAN 25 AGENCY COMPANIES ACTIVE ON THE 
COLUMBIA RIVER SYSTEM AND IN COOS BAY











Owns a ship without employment

Has continuing or prospective business 
with a charterer. Hires the ship from the 

Head Owners to operate for profit

Has a cargo under their control which they 
intend to ship. Enters into a carriage 

contract with Time Charterers, called a 
“Charter Party Agreement”

Is now directed commercially by the Time 
Charterer to load the Charterer’s cargo. 
Loading is successfully performed and 
vessel is dispatched to discharge port

Vessel successfully discharged it’s cargo 
and is now released from Time Charterer 
control. It is now redelivered to the Head 

Owners and requires employment



















An agent may interact regularly with any of the 
following skilled trades, vendors or regulators: 

CBP
USCG
USDA
WSDA
MARINE FIRE AND SAFETY ASSOCIATION
WA STATE DEPT. OF ECOLOGY
NATIONAL VESSEL MOVEMENT CENTER
MERCHANTS EXCHANGE
PILOTS, BOTH RIVER AND BAR
LINES BUREAU
TUG COMPANIES
NATIONAL CARGO BUREAU
VARIOUS CLASSIFICATION SOCIETIES
SURVEYORS
BUNKER/LUBE OIL SUPPLIERS
GAUGERS
SHIP CHANDLERS
TERMINAL OPERATORS
STEVEDORES
VESSEL OWNERS
VESSEL CHARTERERS
CARGO INTERESTS/CHARTERERS
SHIP YARDS AND REPAIR COMPANIES

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

HOLD CLEANING

FIRE ABOARD

DISCHARGE OF
PROJECT CARGOES

VESSEL GROUNDING

LOADING OF BULK CARGOES

LOAD LOGS

DISCHARGE STEEL











SOMETIMES, FUNDING GETS 
COMPLICATED.
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