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WELCOME TO COBALT

COBALT 
has traditionally been a week-long 

structured series of presentations, tours, 
and discussion sessions offered to every newly 
arriving U.S. Coast Guard Captain of the Port/ 

Sector Commander.  It has been offered at least once 
a year, every year since 1997.   

The Coast Guard selected the title “Columbia Basin 
Leadership Training” (COBALT) as the name and acronym for 
the program. The program is coordinated by the Columbia 

River Steamship Operators’ Association (CRSOA), and 
presented by maritime industry leaders, state and local 

government agency heads and representatives. Each 
presentation is a product of the agency/organization 

presenting and provides information that 
organization’s leaders believe will be of 

benefit to the Coast Guard and our 
industry.

CELEBRATING 21 YEARS
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PURPOSE AND MISSION
The Columbia River Steamship Operators Association’s (CRSOA) mission is to facilitate trade, provide business leadership, 
exercise principles of environmental stewardship, serve as an industry focal point, and promote operating policies and 
practices that are safe, reliable, efficient, and cost-effective. Established in 1922 as the Portland Steamship Operators’ 
Association, the CRSOA includes members representing ship owners, operators, agents, towing, and bunkering, launch 
companies as well as facilities and ports along the Columbia/Willamette/Snake River and Oregon Coast River Systems.
The Columbia River trade corridor is the lifeblood of our regional economy, supporting 50 million tons of foreign trade at 
a value of over $24 billion annually.  The Columbia River export gateway is the nation’s top wheat export gateway and the 
second for soybean exports.  It is the third largest grain export gateway in the world, as well as the West Coast’s leader in 
dry bulks, mineral bulk, and wood exports and second for auto imports and exports. 
CRSOA’s purpose is to make the ports in the Columbia River region increasingly popular for commercial ships and shippers 
to come and do business. This is accomplished by working closely with Federal, state, and city governments, Federal and 
state legislators, ports, pilots, and shippers, with agricultural and industrial organizations, and with trade associations, 
unions, and others to ensure that quality services are provided at competitive prices in a safe, secure, reliable, and 
efficient manner.

COLUMBIA RIVER STEAMSHIP 
OPERATORS’ ASSOCIATION
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TUESDAY 25TH

MORNING
0800 - 0830	 Welcome Breakfast - MSU Portland  (Breakfast provided by CRSOA)
		  6767 N Basin Ave, Portland, OR 97217

0830 - 0900	 COBALT Program Overview and Columbia River Steamship Operators’ Association (CRSOA) - Ms. Kate Mickelson, Executive Director
		  • Discussion of CRSOA History, Membership, Mission and Industry Activities
		  • Introduction to the 2018 COBALT Program

0900 - 0945	 A Day in the Life of an Agent: Looking Back - Mr. Bruce Skerry, Retired Agent 
		  • An agency overview and geographic port locations on the lower Columbia River
		  • Agent definitions and relationships with commercial vessel operators and cargo interests
		  • Basic description of an agency actions
		  • Where and how is agency staffing procured?
		  • An agency’s relationship to governmental entities and required service providers
		  • Development of an agent
		  • A look at a local maritime historical event, from the agent’s position

0945 - 1030	 A Day in the Life of an Agent: Looking Forward - Mr. Cale Karrick, District Manager, Columbia River Office, Transmarine Navigation Corp.
		  • Advantages of using an Agent
		  • Bringing ships to the Columbia River
		  • Contracts / Charter Parties
		  • Vendors / Form Work
		  • 96 Hours Prior to Arrival / 48 Hours Prior to Arrival / 24 Hours Prior to Arrival / At Berth

1030 - 1045	 Break (Snacks provided by CRSOA)

1045 - 1130	 Merchants Exchange of Portland - Ms. Liz Wainwright, Executive Director
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TUESDAY 25TH

AFTERNOON
1130 - 1200	 Travel to Clean Rivers Cooperative Operations Facility: 
		  5882 NW Saint Helens Road, Portland, OR  97231

		  If you are using a GPS system, type in the address:
		  5816 NW Balboa Avenue, Portland, OR  97231

		  Access to the facility is via NW Front Avenue.  From Front Avenue, take a left turn onto NW 61st Street and follow the road to the 	
		  end. The facility will be on your left.

1200 - 1230	 Lunch (Generously provided by the Merchants Exchange of Portland, Maritime Fire & Safety Association, and Clean Rivers Cooperative)

1230 - 1245	 Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety Committee - Mr. Sean Clark, Chair

1245 - 1315	 Maritime Fire and Safety Association & Fire Protection Agencies Advisory Council - Ms. Holly Robinson, General Manager 

1315 - 1345	 Clean Rivers Cooperative Presentation & Tour - Mr. Casey Comer, General Manager and Mr. Carl Boelter, Operations Manager

1345 - 1415	 Travel to MSU Portland - Dock
		   6767 N Basin Ave, Portland, OR 97217

1415 - 1500	 Fire Response Boat Tours 
		  • Portland Fire and Rescue
		  • Clark County Fire and Rescue
		  • Vancouver Fire
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TUESDAY 25TH

SPEAKER BIOS
COLUMBIA RIVER STEAMSHIP OPERATORS’ ASSOCIATION
The Columbia River Steamship Operators’ Association, Inc. (CRSOA), established in 1922, includes members representing ship owners, 
operators, agents, towing, and bunkering, launch companies as well as facilities and ports along the Columbia/Willamette/Snake 
River and Oregon Coast River Systems.  The mission of the CRSOA is to facilitate trade, provide business leadership, exercise principles 
of environmental stewardship, serve as an industry focal point, and promote operating policies and practices that are safe, reliable, 
efficient, and cost effective.  
The CRSOA vessel assessment fees cover promotion of maritime commerce and improvement to quality of services provided to commercial ships and 
barges calling the Columbia River region.  It pays for legal counsel and efforts to control and minimize costs related to pilotage, federal/state pollution 
prevention, and ballast water and aquatic invasive species programs.  It also contributes to the USCG AIS supported navigation system and ongoing 
maintenance of towers/transceivers and representation of maritime interests on Federal/State committees and public/private working groups.  
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Ms. Kate Mickelson, Executive Director, Columbia River Steamship Operators’ Association
Kate Mickelson is the Executive Director of the Columbia River Steamship Operators’ Association (CRSOA).  Established in 1922, the CRSOA consists of 
members representing ship owners, operators, agents, tow companies and bunkering companies along the Oregon Coast and Columbia/Willamette 
River Systems.  Kate leads the association’s effort to make the ports in the Columbia River region increasingly popular for commercial ships and shippers 
to come and do business.  Kate works to accomplish this by working closely with Federal, state, and city governments, Federal and state legislators, 
ports, pilots, and shippers, agricultural and industrial organizations, and with trade associations, unions, and others to ensure that quality services are 
provided at competitive prices safely, secure, reliably, and efficiently. 
Before joining the CRSOA, Kate spent over 15 years in the marine engineering industry specializing in marine, port, and ancillary waterfront 
infrastructure projects. Kate holds a Master of Public Administration and has earned degrees in Civil Engineering and Construction Management and 
Engineering and Science. Kate is the Vice President West Coast of the National Association of Maritime Organizations (NAMO) and Vice Chair of the 
Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety Committee. She has served on the Board of Directors for the Alaska Capital Engineers and has held local and 
statewide executive offices in the American Society of Civil Engineers, completing terms as the Juneau Branch president and Alaska Section president. 
When not working, you’ll find Kate outdoors – hiking, beach combing, fishing, or foraging with her black lab, Jetta or taking a local arts course.
200 SW Market Street, Suite 190, Portland, Oregon 97201, (503) 505-3008, admin@crsoa.net, kate@crsoa.net, www.crsoa.net

Ms. Hannah Milnes, Director of Member Services, Columbia River Steamship Operators’ Association
Hannah Milnes is the Director of Member Services for the Columbia River Steamship Operators’ Association. The Director of Member Services since 2016, 
Hannah works closely with the CRSOA’s numerous members and associate members.  After graduating from the University of Oregon with a Bachelor 
of Science in Advertising, Hannah started in the maritime industry with the Merchants Exchange of Portland. Prior to joining the CRSOA, Hannah was 
the Association Administrator for the Columbia River Shippers Association, Maritime Commerce Club, Merchants Exchange Scholarship Fund, Pacific 
Northwest Grain & Feed Association, and Columbia River Steamship Operators’ Association. In her current role, Hannah is instrumental in the successful 
planning and execution of CRSOA’s many industry events, including Industry Luncheons, COBALT, Port Executive Director’s Breakfast, Board of Directors 
meetings, tours, as well as serving on the USCG Sector Columbia River Area Maritime Security Advisory Committee and Pacific Northwest Waterways 
Associations’ PR Committee. 
Hannah makes her home in Oregon City with her husband Blake and Australian Labradoodle puppy, Winston. 
200 SW Market Street, Suite 190, Portland, Oregon 97201, (971) 280-3905, admin@crsoa.net, hannah@crsoa.net, www.crsoa.net

TUESDAY 25TH 

SPEAKER BIOS
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BRUCE SKERRY, RETIRED AGENT
Mr. Skerry began his career in the ocean shipping community in 1966, first as a casual longshoreman in Los Angeles/Long Beach.  He moved into the 
terminal operations segment in 1968, then shifting to Owners Agency and General Agency operations and management positions in 1979. Since then, 
Skerry has held management positions in Los Angeles/Long Beach, New York (where he had been promoted to be a vice president of marketing) and 
Portland until 2014. He is currently a vice president of a procurement, transportation, and logistics company servicing both the public and private sector 
with various cargo solutions in the international market.
In addition to his worldwide marketing experiences, he has attended vessel operations in San Diego, Los Angeles/Long Beach, Port Hueneme, San 
Francisco, Oakland, Richmond, Stockton, Sacramento, Columbia River ports, and Puget Sound ports, Houston, New Orleans, Miami, Fort Lauderdale, 
Tampa, Camden, Port Elizabeth, New York and Albany, NY.
Mr. Skerry was honorably discharged from the United States Marine Corps. 

TRANSMARINE NAVIGATION CORPORATION
Since 1938, market leaders have trusted Transmarine with countless wet, dry, and breakbulk port call operations. Our offices in the 
US Gulf, US West Coast, and Hawaii deliver value-creating agency service for the most prestigious firms in the shipping industry.
Transmarine’s unique service model delivers value-creating agency service by placing experience and expertise aboard the vessel: 
our boarding agents are trained veterans with an equity stake in the firm. These agents are backed by highly experienced operations 
managers and senior management.
Transmarine’s clients form a roster of the world’s most prestigious and recognizable companies in bulk shipping, commodities, 
trading, grain houses, industrial conglomerates, national oil companies, cement makers, and electricity generation utilities – from all continents. Our 
coverage map includes every dry bulk port on the US West Coast along with Texas, Louisiana, the lower Mississippi River, and Hawaii.
Mr. Cale Karrick, District Manager, Columbia River Office, Transmarine Navigation Corporation
Cale Karrick relocated to Portland, OR in 2010 from Houston, TX to join Transmarine Navigation’s Columbia River office. Prior to that, he enjoyed 10 
years in vessel agency operating in Texas ports of the US Gulf with several leading regional vessel agencies, focusing on tanker vessel agency. Cale served 
as the Chairperson of the Lower Columbia River Harbor Safety Committee as well as the Chairperson of the Marine Fire and Safety Administration’s Oil 
Spill Prevention and Response Committee. 
Transmarine Navigation Corporation, 1610 C Street, Suite 203, Vancouver, WA 98663, (360) 553-3920, c.karrick@transmarine.com, www.transmarine.com

TUESDAY 25TH

SPEAKER BIOS
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MERCHANTS EXCHANGE OF PORTLAND, OREGON 
Merchants Exchange of Portland, Oregon is a not-for-profit, membership based association providing information 
and service 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The mission of the Merchants Exchange of Portland, Oregon is to 
be the leading provider of information and related services to all stakeholders of the Pacific Northwest intermodal 
transportation system and to support related business interests for domestic and foreign commerce.
Ms. Elizabeth (Liz) Wainwright, Executive Director, Merchants Exchange of Portland, Oregon
With forty years of marine transportation industry experience, Liz leads the Merchants Exchange, serving as the Executive Director since 1996.  As chief 
executive officer, Liz is responsible for the overall management, administration and direction of the Merchants Exchange to advance the organization’s 
mission, goals and objectives.  Liz leads the Exchange with a professional staff of 22 and a Board of Directors with extensive industry experience. 
In her position as Executive Director, Liz also provides executive management assistance to ten client associations and actively engages with various 
committees and regional workgroups focused on marine transportation system issues and government regulations; she currently participates in the 
USCG Sector Columbia River Area Maritime Security Advisory Committee and the Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety Committee.  Additionally, 
she also serves as the Executive Director of the Maritime Fire & Safety Association (MFSA) and the Independent Administrator of the Columbia River 
Shippers Association (CRSA).  
Throughout her career, she has served on various maritime industry boards including the Columbia River Steamship Operators Association, the State 
of Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots, and the Women’s Shipping Club and as a founding member of the Women’s Shipping Club Scholarship Fund. Liz 
currently serves as treasurer of the Maritime Information Service of North America (“MISNA”) and a board member of the Oregon Maritime Museum.  
Prior to coming to the Merchants Exchange, Liz held various positions with a ship management company and local vessel agent. Liz is a graduate of 
Oregon State University with a Bachelor of Science degree.
200 SW Market Street, Suite 200, Portland, Oregon 97201, 503.220.2091, 503.295.3660 Fax, wainwright@pdxmex.com, www.pdxmex.com

TUESDAY 25TH 

SPEAKER BIOS
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LOWER COLUMBIA REGION HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE
The Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety Committee (LCRHSC) is an open forum comprised of public 
and private stakeholders in Oregon and SW Washington with vital interests in assuring safe navigation to 
protect the environment, property and personnel on the waterways within the Lower Columbia Region.
LCRHSC stakeholders accomplish the mission by adopting or developing appropriate standards and 
guidelines that address environmental and operational elements of maritime operations unique to the Lower Columbia Region.
The LCRHSC provides an inclusive, cooperative and equitable venue for addressing waterways issues to ensure the continuation and improvement 
of prudent management practices for our local waterways. Throughout the process, the LCRHSC strives to ensure reliable and efficient marine 
transportation.
Mr. Sean Clark, Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety Committee, Chair
For the past four years, Sean has served as the Port Westward Terminal Manager for the Port of St. Helens. He previously worked five years for the Port 
of Kalama as Harbor Master and Facility Security Officer. Prior to that he worked in Logistics and Traffic Management. He is a past President and current 
member of the Northwest Marine Terminals Association, Chairman of the Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety Committee and represents the Port at 
a variety of industry groups. Sean is a Kiwanian, the Treasurer for the Rainier Chamber of Commerce and actively participates in the Clatskanie Chamber 
of Commerce. In his spare time, he serves on the Rainier School Board, is Board President of the Columbia 9-1-1 Communications District and is the 
co-founder and Vice President of the Rainier Schools Friends of Music. Sean is also currently in two bands that are actively playing in the region. Sean 
resides in Goble with his wife of 24 years and one of their three children.

FIRE PROTECTION AGENCIES ADVISORY COUNCIL (FPAAC)
The mission of the Fire Protection Agencies Advisory Council (FPAAC) is to set forth a comprehensive system which ensures fast, 
well-coordinated, and effective response to vessel fire incidents in the Lower Columbia Region; and, to protect and enhance the 
quality of life of the citizens within the region, and safeguard the health, safety and welfare of the users of the waterway through 
agency coordination and loss prevention.

TUESDAY 25TH

SPEAKER BIOS
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TUESDAY 25TH 

SPEAKER BIOS
MARITIME FIRE & SAFETY ASSOCIATION
Established in 1983 in the aftermath of the 1982 M/V Protector Alpha fire, MFSA is a non-profit local maritime industry based 
organization with financial support from the ships that transit up and down the Lower Columbia Willamette Rivers.  Fees from vessels 
provide operating funds for our fire program, oil contingency response program and Communication System. 
The MFSA supports shipboard fire training and equipment for land-based firefighters from thirteen agencies in Oregon and 
Washington.  In 1991, oil spill response and prevention was added to the mission of MFSA along with the installation of a VHF digital 
microwave radio communication system that provides coverage from Astoria, Oregon to Vancouver, Washington and Portland, Oregon.  The MFSA 
has become a national model; in 1984 a Lower Columbia Maritime Fire Safety Plan along with a Shipboard Fire Operations Guide were developed. 
Additionally Mutual Aid Agreements, signed by all participating fire agencies, enable fire agencies to assist each other in the event of a shipboard fire 
on the lower Columbia and Willamette Rivers while the MFSA Vessel Response Plan, continuously approved by the states of Oregon and Washington 
since laws were enacted in 1991, provides oil spill contingency planning coverage to all large commercial vessels navigating the Lower Columbia and 
Willamette Rivers.  We partner with Clean Rivers Cooperative, who serves as the Vessel Response Plan Primary Response Contractor, to acquire and 
maintain oil spill response equipment to serve both organizations’ missions.
We are the leading advocate for safe, environmentally responsible and cost-effective response for commercial vessels in the Lower Columbia Willamette 
River Marine Transportation System.  The organization includes a Board of Directors, Fire Protection Agency Advisory Council comprised of fire chiefs 
from the participating agencies and an Oil Spill Prevention and Response Committee. Our board and committee members and stakeholders include 
representatives from the departments of Ecology and Environmental Quality, U. S. Coast Guard, public ports and private terminals, fire departments 
and maritime businesses in Oregon and Washington including the Columbia River Steamship Operators Association and Clean Rivers Cooperative.

Ms. Liz Wainwright, Executive Director, Maritime Fire and Safety Association
Liz has over forty years of experience in the marine transportation industry including the last 20 years as the Executive Director for the Maritime Fire 
and Safety Association. With the support of its Board of Directors and dedicated professional staff, Liz leads the organization to achieve its mission to 
be the leading provider and advocate of safe, environmentally responsible and cost effective response services in the Columbia-Willamette Rivers Marine 
Transportation System.  
She serves on various committees and regional workgroups focused on marine transportation system issues and government regulations including the 
USCG Sector Columbia River Area Maritime Security Advisory Committee and the Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety Committee.  Liz also serves as 
the Executive Director of the Merchants Exchange of Portland (MEX). 
200 SW Market Street, Suite 200, Portland, Oregon 97201, (503) 228-4361, 503.295.3660 Fax, wainwright@pdxmex.com, www.pdxmex.com
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TUESDAY 25TH

SPEAKER BIOS
Ms. Holly Robinson, General Manager, Maritime Fire and Safety Association
As the General Manager for MFSA, Holly Robinson works to achieve the MFSA’s goal to be the leading provider and advocate of safe, environmentally 
responsible, and cost-effective response services to commercial vessels. Her primary role is to effectively manage the MFSA Vessel Response Plan and 
better serve the industry by bridging the regulatory gap.  Holly has worked in the maritime industry for over 18 years and has been at the Merchants 
Exchange and with the MFSA for five years.
200 SW Market Street, Suite 200, Portland, Oregon 97201, (503) 220-2099, Fax: (503) 295-3660, robinson@pdxmex.com, www.mfsa.com

CLEAN RIVERS COOPERATIVE
Clean Rivers Cooperative is an oil spill response organization comprised of 22 member companies with facilities located along the Columbia and 
Willamette Rivers (located in both Oregon and Washington).  CRC provides spill response equipment and services for its members and their facility 
response plans.  It is also the primary Spill Response Contractor to the Maritime Fire & Safety Association Vessel Response Plan for vessels transiting the 
Columbia and Willamette Rivers.
Mr. Casey Comer, General Manager, Clean Rivers Cooperative
Casey Comer is an experienced Environmental Management professional with over nine years of experience. 
Originally from Arkansas, in 2009, Casey began his career in the U.S. Coast Guard where he became a Marine Science 
Technician. In 2014, Casey left active duty and transitioned to a contractor position at Clean Harbors Environmental 
Services in Clackamas, Oregon. During this time, he managed the on-the water environmental response and a major 
microelectronics manufacturer contract for the Oregon branch. From 2015 until April 2018, Casey was a civilian 
Project Manager at US Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington, D.C. At Coast Guard Headquarters, Casey worked in the National Pollution Funds 
Center managing the funding and execution of Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund Cases in the Coast Guard and EPA area-of-responsibility.
200 SW Market Street, Suite 200, Portland, Oregon 97201, (503) 209-5305, comer@cleanriverscooperative.com, www.cleanriverscooperative.com

Mr. Carl Boelter, Assistant Manager, Clean Rivers Cooperative
Carl Boelter joined Clean Rivers Cooperative in 2010, bringing with him over ten years of experience through numerous oil spill responses and national 
level trainings. His expertise in various oil characteristics is honed by over 15 years of processing oil for a variety of applications. As Clean Rivers 
Cooperative Assistant Manager, Carl leads the maintenance and readiness of all Clean Rivers equipment from Astoria to Portland. He also functions as 
the safety and training representative for the regular member and contractor trainings that Clean Rivers provides. 
200 SW Market Street, Suite 200, Portland, Oregon 97201, (503) 209-5305, boelter@cleanriverscooperative.com, www.cleanriverscooperative.com
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TUESDAY 25TH 

SPEAKER BIOS

Photo by Captain Chuck Patching
Columbia River Pilots
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WEDNESDAY 26TH

MORNING
0800 - 0830	 Meet at MSU Portland
		  6767 N Basin Ave, Portland, OR 97217

		  (Light breakfast provided by CRSOA)

0830 - 0915	 U.S. Customs and Border Protection - Mr. Ian Bow, Assistant Area Port Director, Tactical, Area Port of Portland, OR		
		  • Forms and Reporting
		  • Repatriation, Deserters and Absconders
		  • Weekend Inspections

0915 - 1000	 Columbia River Towboat Association - Mr. Ken Anderson, Mr. Dave Konz and Mr. Bo McCall

1000 - 1015	 Break

1015 - 1045	 Admiral Meet & Greet / Q &A - Rear Admiral David G. Throop, Commander, United States Coast Guard District 13

1045 - 1130	 Port of Astoria - Mr. Jim Knight, Executive Director 

1130 - 1300    	 Working Lunch: Port of Portland - Mr. Fred Myer, Senior Manager, Marine Security and Waterways 
		  (Generously provided by Port of Portland)
		  • Operations of the Port of Portland 
		  • Current and future operations, programs and plans 
		  • Current and future marketing efforts and forecasts for the river
		  • Major issues of concern to port and river users:
			   o Navigational Issues 
			   o Status of the Willamette River Superfund Cleanu
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WEDNESDAY 26TH

AFTERNOON
1300 - 1345	 Port of St. Helens - Mr. Doug Hayes, Executive Director
		  • History/Mission
		  • Port District Location
		  • Port by the Numbers
		  • Existing Maritime Industries
		  • Future Opportunities

1345 - 1400	 Break  (Snacks provided by CRSOA)
 
1400 - 1415	 Oregon Department of Environmental Quality - Mr. Rian Hooff, Ballast Water Program & Invasive Species Management Coordinator
		  • Overview of aquatic invasive species concerns for Oregon Waters
		  • DEQ Ballast Water Program history and current regulatory landscape
		  • DEQ vessel inspection and compliance verification activities
		  • State ballast management enforcement authorities and processes
		  • DEQ response to pending shift in ballast management practices
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WEDNESDAY 26TH

AFTERNOON
1415 - 1430	 Oregon Department of Environmental Quality - Mr. Michael Zollitch, Emergency Response Unit Leader
		  • DEQ authorities related to:
			   o Response to Oil and Hazardous Material Spills
			   o Oil Spill Planning/Preparedness
			   o Oregon Emergency Management
			   o How we fit with CERCLA and CWA
			   o Response on a River System
			   o Regional Response Team/Northwest Area Committee
				    • Partnerships
				    • Drills and Exercises, DEQ Resources, DEQ Organization

1430 - 1500	 Washington Department of Ecology - Mr. Dale Jensen, Program Manager
		  • Washington state regulatory authority in prevention, preparedness and response activities
		  • Washington shared responsibility on the Columbia River with Oregon
		  • Partnerships within the Northwest Area Contingency Plan
 

Photo by Captain Chuck Patching
Columbia River Pilots
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WEDNESDAY 26TH 

SPEAKER BIOS
U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION
With more than 60,000 employees, CBP is one of the world’s largest law enforcement organizations and is charged with keeping 
terrorists and their weapons out of the U.S. while facilitating lawful international travel and trade.
As the world’s first full-service border entity, CBP takes a comprehensive approach to border management and control, combining 
customs, immigration, border security, and agricultural protection into one coordinated and supportive activity.
The men and women of CBP are responsible for enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws and regulations. On a typical day, CBP welcomes nearly 
1 million visitors, screens more than 67,000 cargo containers, arrests more than 1,100 individuals and seizes nearly 6 tons of illicit drugs.
Mr. Ian Bow,  Assistant Area Port Director, Tactical, Area Port of Portland, OR, US Customs and Border Protection 
Mr. Ian T. Bow reported for duty as Tactical Assistant Area Port Director (AAPD) of Portland, Oregon on January 22, 2017.  As the AAPD, Mr. Bow is charged 
with managing the Anti-Terrorism Contraband Enforcement Team (A-TCET) operations and Marine Operation Center (MOC) operations as well as overseeing 
the operations of out ports Coos Bay, OR, Newport, OR, Astoria, OR and Longview, WA.
Prior to his current position, Mr. Bow served as a Supervisor for Preclearance Aruba from 2014-2017 and was responsible for supervising approximately 40 
Officers, Agriculture Specialists, and dependents at Oranjestad Aruba Preclearance.  During this tenure, he was successful in implementing an Alternative 
Work Schedule (AWS) to raise the quality of work and life for supervisors, officers and agriculture specialists.  Mr. Bow learned several positions while 
in Aruba to include Body Armor Coordinator, Badge and Credential Coordinator, Forms Control Officer.  Mr. Bow was able to foster strong professional 
relationships with Aruba Customs, Aruba Immigration, Aruba Foreign Affairs Office, Airline Stakeholders, Aruba Airport Authorities, and the U.S. 
Department of State Consulate, Curacao.   
Prior to his service in Preclearance Aruba Mr. Bow served within the Ports of San Ysidro and Otay Mesa, CA. from 2012-2014 as an Admissibility Enforcement 
(AEU) Supervisor.  He was fully engaged in the detention, processing, care for, and transport of all detainees.
Mr. Bow was promoted to Supervisor in 2010 and before his promotion spent a year (2009) as a processing officer for the Port Enforcement Team (PET) 
rebranded to the AEU.  Prior to his AEU time he spent a successful and productive year (2008) serving on A-TCET, with many narcotic and human 
smuggling attempts discovered.  Mr. Bow joined Customs and Border Protection as an officer in 2006.   
While serving as a CBP officer, Mr. Bow was able to complete his Juris Doctorate degree and was recognized by his law school for his academic achievement 
in Juvenile Justice.  Mr. Bow completed several courses during law school relating to his law enforcement duties to include; Immigration Law, International 
Law, Evidence, Civil and Criminal Procedure.
Mr. Bow has a hands-on approach and applies theoretical and practical knowledge to each opportunity within CBP, with the end desire in mind to better 
address anti-terrorism, border security and cargo/passenger facilitation.
8337 NE Alderwood Road, Portland, Oregon 97220, Desk: (503) 326-2873, Cell: (503) 816-9416, Fax: (503) 326-3511,ian.t.bow@cbp.dhs.gov, www.cbp.gov
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COLUMBIA RIVER TOWBOAT ASSOCIATION
The Columbia River Towboat Association promotes commercial navigation and transportation safety on the 
Columbia Snake River System. CRTA members include: Bernert Barge Lines, Diversified Marine, Foss Maritime, 
Olympic Tug & Barge, Sause Bros., SDS Lumber, Shaver Transportation and Tidewater Barge Lines. 
Mr. Ken Anderson, Columbia River Towboat Association
Ken graduated from California State University, Sacramento with a B.S. in Economics. Since then he has worked in the Marine Transportation Industry 
on the Columbia River System. He is currently in his eighteenth year working for Shaver Transportation. He has held several positions in the Operations 
Dept. and Human Resources. He is currently a Manager in the Operations Department. Ken currently serves on the Maritime Commerce Club, Board 
of Directors and has served as board member for the Merchants Exchange of Portland. Ken resides in Columbia City with his wife Jennifer and has two 
students attending Oregon State University. Ken enjoys golfing and believes he could beat Bo McCall if he was just given a chance...
Shaver Transportation Company, 4900 NW Front Avenue, Portland, Oregon, 97210-1104, (503) 228-8850, kena@shavertransportation.com, 
www.shavertransportation.com 
Mr. Dave Konz, Columbia River Towboat Association
Dave Konz, Corporate Risk and Government Affairs Manager, has been with Tidewater Transportation and Terminals (Tidewater) for over 10 years.  
Tidewater has been transporting commodities in the Pacific Northwest for 85 years and is the largest inland marine transportation company west of the 
Mississippi River.  Tidewater has evolved into a multi-commodity transportation and terminal company serving the diverse and evolving transportation 
needs of the Pacific Northwest.  Headquartered in Vancouver, Washington, Tidewater’s operating area spans 465 miles of the Columbia and Snake River 
systems, Canadian West Coast and Puget Sound region.    Mr. Konz holds various roles at Tidewater including risk management for all of Tidewater’s 
operating companies as well as building relationships and engagement in advocacy with industry associations, regulatory partners and local, state and 
federal government officials and staff.  Mr. Konz currently serves on the United States’ Inland Waterways User Board as Region’s 6 representative and is 
on the member board for the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association. 
Tidewater Barge Lines, 6305 NW Old Lower River Rd, Vancouver, WA  98660, (360) 759-0307, Cell: (360) 980- 2170, dave.konz@tidewater.com,  
www.tidewater.com 
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U.S. COAST GUARD - THIRTEENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT
Rear Admiral David G. Throop, Commander 
Rear Admiral David Throop serves as the Commander of the Thirteenth Coast Guard District headquartered in Seattle.  He is 
responsible for all Coast Guard operations throughout the Pacific Northwest which includes protecting life and property, enforcing 
federal laws and treaties, preserving the living marine resources, and promoting national security.  The Thirteenth District spans 
over the states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana and includes more than 4,400 miles of coastline, 600 miles of inland 
waterways, and a 125 nautical mile international border with Canada.
In order to accomplish the Coast Guard’s missions in the Pacific Northwest, the Thirteenth District is home to approximately 1,746 active duty, 133 
civilian, and 456 reserve personnel, three Sectors, three Air Stations, a Marine Safety Unit, a Maritime Force Protection Unit, 15 multi-mission small boat 
stations, four Aids to Navigation Teams, 12 patrol boats, and three Aids to Navigation Cutters.  In addition to maintaining operational control over all 
Coast Guard activities in the district, Rear Admiral Throop is responsible for cultivating efficient and effective relationships with numerous other federal, 
state, and local agencies, elected officials, the tribal nations located in the Pacific Northwest, and with the Coast Guard’s international counterparts. 
Earning his naval aviator wings in 1988 at Naval Flight Training in Pensacola, Florida, his operational aviation assignments include tours as the 
Commanding Officer of Air Station Cape Cod, Massachusetts; Commanding Officer of Air Station Traverse City, Michigan; Operations and Executive 
Officer at Coast Guard Air Station Savannah, Georgia; H65 helicopter standardization and instructor pilot at the Coast Guard’s Aviation Training Center 
in Mobile, Alabama; and as a duty pilot at Coast Guard Group/Air Station San Diego, California.
His other assignments include Commander of Coast Guard Force Readiness Command (FORCECOM), Executive Assistant to the Commandant, Executive 
Assistant to the Vice Commandant, Chief of officer personnel at the Coast Guard Personnel Service Center, a policy analyst for the Office of Plans, Policy 
and Evaluation at Coast Guard Headquarters; platform manager for the C130J aircraft during initial acquisition and as a Deck Watch Officer aboard the 
Coast Guard Cutter Vigilant (WMEC-617) in New Bedford, Massachusetts.
A native of Burton, Michigan, RADM Throop graduated from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering. He 
has a Master of Public Administration from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and a Master of Arts in National Security 
and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College. 
His personal awards include three Legions of Merit, five Meritorious Service Medals with “O” device, the Coast Guard Commendation Medal, the Army 
Commendation Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Coast Guard Achievement Medal, and various unit and service commendations. He has 
accumulated over 3,900 flight hours and has an FAA commercial pilot’s license in both fixed wing and rotary wing aircraft.
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PORT OF ASTORIA
The Port of Astoria was established in 1910. They are governed by the rules of the state of Oregon and an elected board of 
Commissioners sets policy for management by the Executive Director. 
The Port is located in, and has the same boundaries as, Clatsop County in the extreme northwest corner of Oregon, where the 
Columbia River meets the Pacific Ocean. Approximately 90 miles from Portland, highway access is via Oregon Highways 26 
and 30 and across the Astoria-Megler Bridge via Washington Highways 101 and 8. Rail access is available to Tongue Point via 
the Astoria Branch of the Portland & Western Railroad. 
The Port of Astoria manages a combination of marine, marina, industrial, and aviation facilities. These facilities are primarily located in the City of 
Astoria (Port waterfront properties and infrastructure) and the City of Warrenton (airport and industrial properties).
The Port offers services to commercial and recreational boaters at its two marinas and boatyard, to commercial and cargo vessels, fish processing, 
cruise ships, and research vessels at its deep-draft marine terminals, and operates the Astoria/Warrenton Regional Airport. The Port has industrial and 
commercial leasing opportunities on its properties at the Airport, Skipanon Peninsula, and waterfront locations.

Mr. Jim Knight, Executive Director, Port of Astoria
Jim currently serves as the Port’s Executive Director and oversees an approximate $14 million dollar budget.  Jim is responsible for the management of 
all of the Port’s assets including two marinas, the Astoria – Warrenton Regional Airport, the shipping piers at Astoria’s Central Waterfront, numerous 
Port properties on the Skipanon Peninsula and the Port’s holdings at North Tongue Point.
Prior to joining the Port in late October of 2014, Jim served as the Marine Terminal Director for the Port of Olympia. During Jim’s eight year tenure with 
the Port of Olympia, Jim guided the Port into becoming a significant cargo handling facility, increasing shipping from approximately two vessels per 
year to over 40 vessels per year before his departure.  Prior to Olympia, Jim’s career included a stint as the V.P./GM for an international marketing and 
advertising agency, a founding partner and VP/GM for Mountain Cold Storage and Seafood Processing, which was a 100,000 sq. ft. facility at the Port of 
Tacoma and VP/GM for a large refrigerated trucking and distribution company located in the Puget Sound
Jim and his wife Gennyn reside in Knappa where they enjoy the quiet country life with their four dogs, seven ducks, and five chickens. Gennyn and Jim 
have three grown children, and three grandchildren.  
10 Pier One, Suite 308, Astoria, Oregon 97103, (503) 741-3337, jknight@portofastoria.com, www.portofastoria.com
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PORT OF PORTLAND
The Port of Portland promotes region’s economy and quality of life by providing efficient cargo and air passenger 
access to national and global markets.  
Mr. Fred Myer, Senior Manager, Marine Security and Waterways, Port of Portland
Fred Myer is a former U.S. Coast Guard officer who started work with the Port of Portland as the Senior Waterways 
Planner in 2014.  Prior to that, his 24 years with the Coast Guard included service on cutters in Alaska and Oregon and in various marine safety, law 
enforcement and security positions in the Pacific Northwest, Washington DC, New England and Texas.  After retiring in late 2010, he served as an on-call 
incident commander for the Columbia River’s Maritime Fire and Safety Association.  Fred is a native of New England who is married to the former Lisa 
Lynch of Tacoma, Washington.  He enjoys volunteering at the Portland VA Hospital, running and music.                                    
7200 N.E. Airport Way, Portland, OR 97218, 503.415.6000, (503) 415-6542, fred.myer@portofportland.com, www.portofportland.com

PORT OF ST. HELENS
The Port of St. Helens has authority from the Clatsop County line NW of Columbia County, to the Multnomah 
County line in the SE, a 6-mile wide band that follows 51 miles of the Columbia River.  Formed under State Law 
(ORS Chapter 777), the Port of St Helens was created in 1940 to engage in public development activities. Under 
Oregon Law, Port Districts have a broad range of economic development powers. The boundaries include Scappoose, St. Helens, Columbia City, Rainier 
& Clatskanie.
Mr. Doug Hayes, Executive Director, Port of St. Helens
Douglas Hayes is a former Army officer retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel and a Battalion commander after more than 20 years of service.  Mr Hayes 
graduated from North Georgia College and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Field Artillery in August 1996.
LTC (R) Hayes has served with the 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, TX and several assignments around 
the world.  He has four combat deployments and no less than eight operational deployments.  
LTC Hayes’ awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Army 
Commendation Medal with “V” device and two Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Army Achievement Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, Valorous Unit Award, Meritorious Unit Commendation with two Oak Leaf Clusters, 
Naval Unit Commendation, Iraqi Campaign Medal with two Bronze Service Stars, Global War on Terrorism Service and Expeditionary Medals, NATO 
Defense Service Medal, Kosovo Campaign Medal, Combat Action Badge, Senior Parachutist Badge, Malawi and Australian Parachutist Badges.
100 E Street, Columbia City, Oregon 97016, (503) 397-2888, hayes@portsh.org, www.portsh.org

WEDNESDAY 26TH 

SPEAKER BIOS



25

STATE OF OREGON DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is a regulatory agency whose job is to protect the quality of 
Oregon’s environment.  In addition to local programs, the Environmental Protection Agency delegates authority to DEQ 
to operate federal environmental programs within the state such as the federal Clean Air, Clean Water, and Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Acts.  The DEQ director has the authority to issue fines for violation of pollution laws and 
standards. The DEQ relies on several advisory committees of citizens and government officials to help guide its decision-
making. 
DEQ is responsible for protecting and enhancing Oregon’s water and air quality, for cleaning up spills and releases of hazardous materials, for managing 
the proper disposal of hazardous and solid wastes, and for enforcing Oregon’s environmental laws. DEQ staff use a combination of technical assistance, 
inspections and permitting to help public and private facilities and citizens understand and comply with state and federal environmental regulations. 
The DEQ staff consists of scientists, engineers, technicians, administrators, and environmental specialists.  The agency’s headquarters are in Portland 
with regional administrative offices in Bend, Eugene, and Portland; and field offices in Coos Bay, Grants Pass, Hermiston, Medford, Pendleton, Salem, and 
The Dalles.  DEQ operates a modern pollution-control laboratory in Hillsboro. 
Mr. Rian Hooff, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, Ballast Water Program & Invasive Species Management Coordinator
Rian is the Ballast Water Program & Invasive Species Management Coordinator for the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality.  He has been the 
coordinator since 2007 and is responsible for developing and implementing strategies to prevent the introduction of aquatic invasive species to Oregon 
waters.  Prior to working at DEQ, Rian has over 10 years of experience in marine science research and earned undergraduate and graduate degrees in the 
environmental sciences from the University of Oregon and San Francisco State University.
700 NE Multnomah, Suite 600, Portland, OR 97232, Phone: (503) 229-6865, Rian.Hooff@state.or.us, www.oregon.gov/deq
Mr. Mike Zollitsch, Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, Emergency Response Unit Leader
A graduate of Sierra Nevada College, Mike has worked at Oregon DEQ for over 36 years. For the last 25 years he has worked on oil spill prevention, 
preparedness and emergency response issues. Prior to that assignment, he worked in DEQ’s Laboratory Division and on Environmental Cleanup Projects.
700 NE Multnomah, Suite 600, Portland, OR 97232, Phone: (503) 229-6931, zollitsch.michael.j@deq.state.or.us, www.oregon.gov/deq

WEDNESDAY 26TH 

SPEAKER BIOS



STATE OF WASHINGTON – DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
Ecology is Washington’s environmental protection agency. Our mission is to protect, preserve, 
and enhance Washington’s land, air, and water for current and future generations. Our innovative 
partnerships support environmental work throughout the state.
Mr. Dale Jensen, Program Manager, Department of Ecology, Spill Prevention, Preparedness & Response Program 
Dale was appointed Program Manager for the Washington State Department of Ecology, Spill Prevention, Preparedness, and Response Program in 
August 2001. The Spills Program is a statewide program responsible for activities that include: spill prevention, preparedness, response, and natural 
resource damage assessment.  Dale also spent nine years as manager in the Department of Ecology’s Air Quality and Toxics Cleanup programs. Prior 
to Ecology, Dale spent three years implementing the Governor’s Efficiency Commission Study. Many of the results from that study are still in place 
today. Prior to state service, Dale was a small business owner/operator in retail, agriculture, and environmental consulting. Dale grew up in Montana 
and now lives in Olympia with his wife Laura. They have three children and two grandchildren. Dale has a degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Montana. He enjoys spending time outdoors, biking, hiking, and skiing with friends and family. Dale places importance on establishing 
and maintaining good stakeholder relationships, and a high priority on partnerships to protect the environment. He believes if we hold our regulated 
community to a high standard, we need to hold ourselves to that same standard. Accountability and performance are essential to our shared success.
300 Desmond Drive SE, Lacey, WA  98503, (360) 407-7450, dale.jensen@ecy.wa.gov, www.ecology.wa.gov
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THURSDAY 27TH

MORNING
0730 – 0800	 Travel to the Columbia River Pilots Offices:
		  13225 N Lombard, Portland, OR  97203   
		
		  (Light breakfast provided by the Columbia River Pilots)

0800 - 0915 	 Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA) - Ms. Kristin Meira, Executive Director
		  • Discussion of PNWA’s history, membership, structure, and approach in successfully creating consensus among its highly diverse 	
		  membership base and in crafting solidarity for regional positions on critically important infrastructure issues
		  • Regional overview on PNWA’s primary areas of engagement: federal navigation funding and policy, salmon restoration and 		
		  Columbia River Treaty
		  • Highlight top federal navigation projects, funding outlook and future plans

0915 - 1030 	 Columbia River Pilots (COLRIP) - Captain Steve Dobbins, President
		  • Presentation of VTIS history in the Columbia River
		  • Demonstration of TV-32/AIS supported VTIS
		  • Discussion of VTIS vs VTS from industry perspective
		  • Industry Continued Professional Development programs
		  • Discussion of general river and piloting issues
		  • Discussion of anchorage and stern buoy issues

1030 - 1145	 Columbia River Bar Pilots (CRBP) - Captain Dan Jordan, Co-Manager
		  • Helo-Fast Boat pilot transport system
		  • Heavy weather policies and practices coordinated with USCG relating to bar closures, suspension of piloting services, and 		
		  management of the Astoria anchorage
		  • Recent studies and analysis of vessel squat and response
		  • Other planned initiatives

1145 - 1215	 Lunch  (Lunch generously provided by the Columbia River Pilots)
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THURSDAY 27TH

AFTERNOON
1215 - 1315	 Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots (OBMP) – Ms. Susan Johnson, Administrator
		  • Oregon Public Utility Commission
		  • Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots
		  • Board Activity

1315 - 1400	 Travel to MSU Portland
		  6767 N Basin Ave, Portland, OR 97217
 
1400 - 1430    	 NOAA’s Northwest River Forecast Center (NWRFC) - Mr. Brad Gillies, Senior Hydrologist and Mr. Henry Pai
		  • Overview of Northwest River Forecast Center Services
		  • Description of Lower Columbia river forecast services
			   o Routine daily forecasts
			   o Special Decision Support Services
		  • Low water forecast for 2018
		  • Low water forecast verification for 2017

1430 - 1500     	 Port of Portland - Mr. Fred Myer, Senior Manager, Marine Security and Waterways
		  • Lessons learned to facilitate Coast Guard / Port operations 
			   o Ports & COE Meeting
			   o LoadMAX 
			   o Port of Portland’s operation of the dredge OREGON  

1500 - 1515	 Break  (Snacks provided by CRSOA)

1515 - 1530	 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Welcome - Col. Aaron Dorf; District Commander of the Portland District
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1530 - 1615	 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District - Mr. Kevin Brice, P.E., PMP, Deputy Engineer, Programs and Project Management
		  • Discussion on critical infrastructure projects status and challenges, on-going navigation safety and commercial issues USACE is 	
		  facing, and plans for improved commercial movement and status information collection and sharing

1615 - 1700	 US Army Corps of Engineers Navigation, Portland District - Mr. Jon Gornick, Technical Manager for Dredging 
		  • Deep draft shipping channel downstream of Vancouver, WA to the Pacific Ocean
		  • Corps hopper dredges ESSAYONS & YAQUINA, annual contract hopper and dredge OREGON & placement of dredge material
			   • Corps surveys & review of surveys
			   • Current channel condition status report

THURSDAY 27TH

AFTERNOON
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION (PNWA)
Founded in 1934, PNWA has spent over 80 years successfully advocating for federal funding of our region’s navigation projects and public 
policy to improve the economic efficiency and environmental sustainability of the Pacific Northwest. We continue to collaborate with 
the U.S. Congress, federal agencies and regional leaders on policies related to transportation, energy, trade and environmental issues on 
behalf of ports, public utilities, farmers, and shippers.
Ms. Kristin Meira, Executive Director, Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA)
As PNWA’s Executive Director, Kristin Meira leads the association’s work with Congress, federal agencies and regional decision makers on 
transportation, trade, energy and environmental policies and projects.  PNWA’s membership includes over 130 public ports, transportation providers, 
agriculture and forest products producers, public utilities, manufacturers, municipalities and others in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.  She serves on 
NOAA Fisheries’ Columbia Basin Partnership Task Force, the Harbors & Navigation Committee of the American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA), 
the Inland Water Transportation Committee of the Transportation Research Board (TRB) of the National Academy of Sciences, the City of Portland’s 
Freight Transportation Committee, and the WSU Freight Policy Transportation Institute (FPTI) Advisory Committee.  Kristin moved to Portland in 2000 
after spending five years on Capitol Hill in Washington DC, where she worked for U.S. Senator Patty Murray and U.S. Senator Bill Bradley.  Kristin’s 
political experience also includes work as a legislative assistant for a N.J. State Assemblyman, briefing aide to N.J. Governor Jim Florio, and work on 
several campaigns around the nation.  Kristin has a BA with a dual major in Political Science/History and a double major in English from Rutgers 
University.  She makes her home in Happy Valley, Oregon.
4224 NE Halsey Street, Suite 325, Portland OR 97213, (503) 234-8556, Fax: (503) 234-8555, kristin.meira@pnwa.net, www.pnwa.net

COLUMBIA RIVER PILOTS
Columbia River Pilots are an association of 40+ professional mariners licensed by the State of Oregon to provide maritime 
pilotage services to all ports on the lower Columbia and Willamette Rivers.  Our pilots possess extensive navigational 
experience, local knowledge and ship-handling skills and are charged with safely and efficiently piloting vessels in all weather 
conditions, at all hours of the day and night, 365 days a year.
Captain Steve Dobbins, President, Columbia River Pilots
Captain Steve Dobbins is a lifelong resident of the Portland, Oregon area.  Steve began his maritime career on the Columbia River as a tugboat 
deckhand for Knappton Corporation in 1979.  After 20 years of working his way up through the ranks to command tugs and towboats, Captain Dobbins 
became a Columbia River Pilot in 1999.  He served the Pilots as Treasurer, Vice President, and is now the current President of the Columbia River Pilots.  
He has been active in increasing the safety and efficiency of the Columbia and Willamette River system by leading anchorage improvements that 
include gaining recognition of new anchorage locations and placing stern buoys.  Captain Dobbins holds an associate degree from City University in 
Bellevue, WA.   Steve is married to Kathi, and they have five children.
13225 N. Lombard St., Portland Oregon 97203, (503) 289-9924, officers@colrip.com, www.colrip.com
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COLUMBIA RIVER BAR PILOTS
The Columbia River Bar Pilots were established in 1846 to ensure the safety of ship, crews, and cargos crossing the treacherous 
Columbia River Bar, which is recognized as one of the most dangerous and challenging navigated stretches of water in the world.  The 
Columbia River Bar Pilots have a rich history of service.  As one of the oldest ongoing businesses in Oregon, the Columbia River Bar 
Pilots take immense pride in their responsibility protecting the environment of the beautiful Pacific Northwest.
Captain Dan Jordan, Columbia River Bar Pilots
Captain Dan Jordan is a Co-Manager of the Columbia River Bar Pilot and has been piloting for fourteen years. 
He graduated from the California Maritime Academy and spent twenty-four years at sea before joining the pilots.  Twelve of these years Captain Jordan 
sailed as master of freighters in international trade.  He has experience carrying containers, break bulk, bulk and project cargoes.
During this time, he concurrently served as an officer in the Navy Reserve where some of his assignments were as an instructor at the Navy’s Manned 
Model Shiphandling School in Virginia.  
He currently serves on the Board of Trustees for the Columbia River Maritime Museum and has served as Chair of the Lower Columbia Region Harbor 
Safety Committee and as the Vice President of the Council of American Master Mariners.
100 16th Street, Astoria, Oregon 97103, (503) 325-2643, Cell: (503) 338-8599, dan.jordan@comcast.net, www.columbiariverbarpilots.com

OREGON BOARD OF MARITIME PILOTS
The Board of Maritime Pilots licenses and regulates all pilots serving Oregon’s designated pilotage grounds.  The Board’s major 
responsibilities include establishing license qualifications and training standards, setting rates for pilotage service, and investigating 
maritime incidents.  All of the nation’s maritime states have similar pilotage authorities because the federal government delegates 
pilot regulation to the maritime states.  Pilots are essential to Oregon’s maritime commerce.  They are navigational and ship handling 
experts who direct the transit of vessels calling on the ports of Coos Bay, Yaquina Bay, Astoria, St. Helens, Kalama, Longview, Vancouver, 
and Portland.   Their functions have been regulated since 1846, making the Board of Maritime Pilots one of the oldest state agencies 
in Oregon, even preceding statehood.  Board members are appointed by the Governor and approved by the Senate.  The Board consists of three public 
members, three pilot members, and three shipping industry members.  The agency exists within the Public Utility Commission of Oregon, and is staffed 
by an Executive Director and an Administrator. 
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Ms. Susan Johnson, Administrator, Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots
After a stint in the private sector, including work for a non-profit trade association and running her own business, Susan waded into the government 
side 25 years ago.  During that time significant improvements to the safety and security of vessel movements in the state’s territorial waters have 
occurred.  Susan has also been involved for several years as an officer on the Lower Columbia River Harbor Safety Committee, a group of public and 
private stakeholders with vital interests in assuring safe navigation to protect the environment, property and personnel on the waterways within the 
Lower Columbia region.
800 NE Oregon Street, Suite 507, Portland, Oregon 97232, (971) 673-1530, Fax: (971) 673-1531, susan.johnson@state.or.us, www.puc.state.or.us/BMP

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION (NOAA) 
NORTHWEST RIVER FORECAST CENTER (NWRFC)
The Northwest River Forecast Center (NWRFC) is one of 13 National Weather Service hydrologic forecast centers in the United States. 
The office specializes in flood and water resource forecasting, river modeling, and hydrologic system development for the Columbia 
River Basin and Coastal Rivers of Oregon and Washington. The NWRFC works with water management agencies to provide the best 
possible operations of the Columbia reservoir systems. The center is also active in navigational and recreational river forecasting.
Mr. Brad Gillies, Senior Hydrologist, NOAA Northwest River Forecast Center
Brad Gillies has served with the Northwest River Forecast Center as a hydrologist since 2007. He is a member of a team of hydrologist who perform 
operational river forecast duties every day, as well as model and procedure development. Brad has focused his development activities on hydrologic 
model calibration and operational implementation. More recently his focus has been implementing the Hydrologic Ensemble Forecast System (HEFS) at 
the NWRFC. Prior to working with the NWRFC, Brad worked in hydrology positions with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Park Service. 
Brad began his career in hydrology in 1997 with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Watershed Science from Colorado State University. 
5241 NE 122nd Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97230-1089, (503) 326-7401, Direct: (503) 326-7291, bradley.gillies@noaa.gov, www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc
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PORT OF PORTLAND
The Port of Portland promotes region’s economy and quality of life by providing efficient cargo and air passenger 
access to national and global markets.  
Mr. Fred Myer, Senior Manager, Marine Security and Waterways, Port of Portland
Fred Myer is a former U.S. Coast Guard officer who started work with the Port of Portland as the Senior Waterways Planner in 2014.  Prior to that, his 24 
years with the Coast Guard included service on cutters in Alaska and Oregon and in various marine safety, law enforcement and security positions in the 
Pacific Northwest, Washington DC, New England and Texas.  After retiring in late 2010, he served as an on-call incident commander for the Columbia 
River’s Maritime Fire and Safety Association.  Fred is a native of New England who is married to the former Lisa Lynch of Tacoma, Washington.  He 
enjoys volunteering at the Portland VA Hospital, running and music.                                    
7200 N.E. Airport Way, Portland, OR 97218, 503.415.6000, (503) 415-6542, fred.myer@portofportland.com, www.portofportland.com

PORTLAND DISTRICT, US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
The dedicated people of the Portland District provide vital public engineering services to the Pacific Northwest and the Nation 
during peace and war to strengthen our security, promote a strong economy, and enhance environmental sustainability. They will 
accomplish this by their commitment to the Army and the Nation by:
	 • Improving and maintaining navigation for economic development and safety
	 • Preventing and reducing flood damage
	 • Restoring, enhancing and maintaining ecosystems
	 • Generating reliable and efficient hydropower
	 • Regulating activities in wetlands and waterways
	 • Supporting combat, stability and disaster operations through forward deployed and reach-back capabilities
	 • Providing Corps-wide expertise in hydroelectric planning and engineering
	 • Providing safe and healthful recreational opportunities for the public
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Col. Aaron L. Dorf; District Commander of the Portland District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Colonel Aaron L. Dorf assumed the duties as the commander and District Engineer of the Portland District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, on July 28, 
2017. He oversees a workforce of more than 1,300 employees serving residents of Oregon and parts of southwestern Washington.
The Portland District has one of the Nation’s most comprehensive and diversified civil works programs. Covering most of Oregon and southwestern 
Washington, Portland District is operating locks and dams along the Columbia River, managing dams in the Willamette Valley for flood risk 
management, maintaining Oregon’s coastal rivers for navigation and leading the Nation in hydropower generation, all while ensuring equal attention 
is placed on environmental protection and restoration, fish and wildlife enhancement and recreation. Portland District also serves as the Corps’ 
Hydroelectric Design Center, a national leader and Center of Expertise.
Col. Dorf started his career at Fort Lewis, Washington, as a platoon leader with A Co., 13th Engineer Battalion. Following a transfer to the Republic of 
Korea, he assumed positions of increasing responsibilities from company commander to assistant resident engineer to the Regimental Engineer for 
the 75th Ranger Regiment. From 2004 to 2011, he served as a branch chief at the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency College, executive officer of 
the 65th Engineer Bn., and commanded the 5th Engineer Detachment, Geospatial Planning Cell in Fort Shafter, Hawaii. Col. Dorf also deployed to Iraq 
during this time.
Col. Dorf commanded the 3rd Engineer Bn., 364th Regiment at McGregor Range, New Mexico and served as the Engineer Regiment’s branch chief at 
Human Resources Command from 2014 to 2016. Prior to assuming command at Portland District, he was a student at the National Security Program at 
the Canadian Forces College in Toronto, Canada.
He received his U.S. Army commission in 1993 and has served in leadership and staff positions in the Middle East, the Republic of Korea, Cuba and 
throughout the United States. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Geological Science from the University of Maine at Orono, a Master of Science 
in Defense Geographic Information from Cranfield University in the United Kingdom, and a Master of Military Art and Science from the Command and 
General Staff College. His military education includes Engineer Officer’s Basic and Advance courses, U.S. Army Command and General Staff Course and 
Canadian Forces National Security Program.
Col. Dorf’s military awards and decorations include two Bronze Star medals; the Defense Meritorious Service Medal; five Meritorious Service medals; 
two Joint Service Commendation medals; Iraq, Afghanistan, and Korean service medals; the Ranger and Sapper tabs; the Parachutist Badge and the Air 
Assault Badge.
Col. Dorf is married and has two children.
Physical address: 333 SW First Avenue, Portland, Oregon, Mailing Address: PO Box 2946, Portland, Oregon, 97208, www.nwp.usace.army.mil
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Mr. Kevin Brice, PE, PMP, Deputy Engineer for Project Management, Portland District, US Army Corps of Engineers
Kevin Brice has been the deputy district engineer for programs and project management for the Portland District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
since May 2007. In this position, Brice provides District leadership in establishing and maintaining processes to manage the scope, quality, cost, budgets 
and schedules of all district projects. He also directs all civil works program management activities. Brice’s responsibilities include program and budget 
development, preparation for Congressional testimony, oversight of program execution and reprogramming actions. 
Further, he is responsible for all civil works planning functions for the District, including plan formulation, economics and environmental resources. 
Brice retired as a lieutenant colonel after 21 years of military service. While in the military, he had several assignments with the Corps of Engineers, 
including deputy district commander for the Portland and Europe districts; project engineer and field inspector at the Elk Creek Resident Office and 
chief of dredging operations, both in the Portland District. He served the Corps during deployments to Operation Joint Endeavor in Bosnia and to the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska.
Upon retiring from the military, Brice was a building code enforcement program manager and building official in Washington County, Ore., before 
returning to the Corps of Engineers as a civilian. He was the chief of the Business Management Division at Northwestern Division before taking his 
current position with Portland District.
Brice graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Platteville with a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering in 1978. He received his Master of 
Science degree in civil engineering from Oregon State University in 1987, and is a registered professional engineer in Wisconsin and Oregon, and a 
member of the Society of American Military Engineers.
Physical address: 333 SW First Avenue, Portland, Oregon, Mailing Address: PO Box 2946, Portland, Oregon, 97208, (503) 808-4700,  
kevin.j.brice@usace.army.mil, www.nwp.usace.army.mil
Mr. Jon Gornick, PE, Technical Manager for Dredging, US Army Corps of Engineers Navigation, Portland District
Jon Gornick is the Technical Manager for Dredging at the US Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District.  He has over 27 years of experience managing 
maintenance dredging projects, and is considered a subject matter expert in the field of dredging.  He has also taught dredging courses for the Corps 
for many years.  Jon has also worked for the Corps in Brazil providing dredging support and transfer of knowledge to agencies in that country.  He 
studied at Oregon State University and has a B.S. in Civil Engineering.
Physical address: 333 SW First Avenue, Portland, Oregon, Mailing Address: PO Box 2946, Portland, Oregon, 97208, jon.m.gornick@usace.army.mil,  
www.nwp.usace.army.mil
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Photo by Mark Wilson, Port of Kalama
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FRIDAY 28TH

MORNING
**All participants will drive their cars to Vancouver, Kalama and Longview then return home from Longview at the end of the session.

0730 - 0800	 Travel to Port of Vancouver USA:
		  3103 NW Lower River Rd, Vancouver, WA 98660
	
0800 - 0830	 Port of Vancouver USA - Mr. Kent Cash, P.E., Chief Operations Officer
		  • Operations at the Port of Vancouver USA
		  • Current and future port programs and plans
		  • Current and future marketing efforts and forecasts
		  • Comparisons and discussion of similarities and differences between Columbia Region and other West Coast port systems

0830 - 0930	 Tour of Port of Vancouver USA - Mr. Kent Cash, P.E., Chief Operations Officer
		  • Discussions of the different commodities and markets served, and the complexities associated with the different technologies, 	
		  operating procedures, economics, and regulations that pertain to the different supply chains serve

0930 - 1030	 Travel to Port of Kalama Office:
		  110 W Marine Drive, Kalama, WA  98625 

1030 - 1115	 Port of Kalama - Mr. Mark Wilson, Executive Director
		  • Port of Kalama’s Purpose & Overview
		  • Economic Impact, Employment & Tourism
		  • Current and Future Projects at the Port
		  • Marine Projects & Cargo

1115 - 1200	 Kalama Export Company - Mr. Jerry Kiekow, Loadmaster/FSO
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AFTERNOON
1200 - 1230	 Travel to the Millennium Bulk Terminals Facility:
		  4029 Industrial Way, Longview, WA  98632

1230 - 1345	 Working Lunch - Millennium Bulk Terminals - Mr. Peter Bennett, Vice President, Business Development – Bulk Products, Ms. Heather 	
		  Sievers, Safety Specialist, and Mr. Bob Stewart, General Manager
		  • Discussion will include Millennium Bulk Terminals history, operations and projects

		  (Lunch generously provided by Millennium Bulk Terminals) 
 
1345 - 1400	 Travel to the Port of Longview Office:  
		  10 Port Way, Longview, WA  98632

1400 - 1445	 Port of Longview – Mr. Norm Krehbiel, Chief Executive Officer, and Ms. Ashley Helenberg, Director of External Affairs
		  • Port overview and history 
		  • Cargo
		  • Industry involvement
		  • Current and future projects

1445 - 1500 	 Wrap-up comments, end of session
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PORT OF VANCOUVER USA
Port of Vancouver USA is an economic engine for the entire Southwest Washington region.  The port provides quality jobs, international 
trade connections, a strong industrial land base and economic stability by producing revenue to our state and local services.
Through the Columbia River and efficient national rail and road systems, the port connects our community to the global marketplace – 
a key factor in bringing community prosperity to Clark County.
Mr. Kent Cash, Chief Operations Officer, Port of Vancouver USA
Kent Cash is a native of Vancouver, Washington.  Kent is a graduate of Montana State University with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering.  His 
career began with the engineering consulting firm of Black & Veatch located in Kansas City, Missouri.  After seven years with Black & Veatch, he 
began working for the Cowlitz County Department of Public Works in Kelso, Washington.  Kent held positions of Project Engineer, County Engineer, 
and between 2008 and 2014, served as the Director of Public Works.  After over 21 years with Cowlitz County, Kent took a position with the Port of 
Vancouver USA as the Chief Operating Officer.  His background and experience is in design, construction, and operation of public facilities.  Kent 
currently lives with his wife in Ridgefield, Washington and has two boys – the oldest a software engineer in Santa Monica, CA and the younger a senior 
in college in Irvine, CA who is a member of his university’s track team.
3101 NW Lower River Road, Vancouver, Washington, (360) 992-1104, kcash@portvanusa.com, www.portvanusa.com

PORT OF KALAMA
Just 30 minutes north of Portland, Oregon, Port of Kalama is one of the jewels of the Pacific Northwest, with prime industrial land 
and exceptional move-in-ready industrial buildings. Highlights of the Port include sweeping riverfront industrial acreage, deep 
draft river channel for import/export, and the largest grain elevator on the west coast. More than 30 companies, employing more 
than 1,000 people, already call the Port of Kalama home, including a variety of new and emerging businesses. A competitive and 
forward-thinking team, Port of Kalama staff are committed to customer service and helping businesses thrive.
Mr. Mark Wilson, Executive Director, Port of Kalama
A Kalama native, Mark Wilson has been employed by the Port of Kalama full time since 1989.  He graduated with a BS in Business Administration from 
Portland State University that same year.  Mark assumed the role of the Executive Director of the Port in April of 2013. Prior to his role as Director, he 
was directly responsible for planning, permitting, design and construction management for the ports capital projects as well as managed environmental 
compliance, marina and parks, marine terminal activities.  Outside of his life at the Port, Mark and his wife Joelle have two adult daughters, Hannah and 
Carolyn.  In his spare time, Mark enjoys volleyball, photography, hiking and volunteers for his church and Envision Kalama.  
110 West Marine Drive, Kalama, Washington, (360) 673-2325, Fax: (360) 673-5017, markwilson@portofkalama.com, www.portofkalama.com
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KALAMA EXPORT COMPANY
Kalama Export is a joint venture of Gavilon, ADM, and Agrex. Prior to the JV, it was known as Peavey Grain Company. Operations began in 1983, and 
there have been two expansions to the facility (2001 and 2010). Kalama Export ships coarse grains (wheat, corn, soybeans, sorghum, barley, canola, 
durum) in bulk to Asia.
Mr. Jerry Kiekow, Loadmaster/FSO, Kalama Export Company
Mr. Kiekow is originally from Minnesota, then went to college in Western Nebraska. He joined Kalama Export Company in January 1998, working in the 
control room. In 2008, he was promoted to assistant superintendent (supervising the night shift). In 2009, Mr. Kiekow became the loadmaster. In 2014, 
the FSO duties were also added to his job.
2211 N Hendrickson Dr, Kalama, WA 98625, (360) 673-3900, jerry.kiekow@kalamaexport.com
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MILLENNIUM BULK TERMINALS LONGVIEW, LLC
Millennium Bulk Terminals-Longview is an operating bulk materials port on the Columbia River in Longview, 
Washington. The site was originally developed in 1941 to house a smelter for Reynolds Aluminum. 
Millennium took control of the site in January 2011.  They are currently cleaning up their brownfield 
industrial site and redeveloping it into a safe and productive port facility. They applied for permits to build a 
coal export terminal in 2012 and have a completed SEPA EIS and a draft NEPA EIS issued as necessary requirements for the 23 County, State and Federal 
permits required.  In addition to the coal facility Millennium will be expanding their bulk products terminal to take advantage of one of the few under-
developed private waterfront locations on the Columbia River.  Millennium is involved and engaged with the maritime and local communities who have 
been very supportive of their efforts to create family-wage jobs for residents of Southwest Washington and generate millions of dollars in tax revenues 
throughout Washington state.
Mr. Peter Bennett, Vice President, Business Development Bulk Products, Millennium Bulk Terminals Longview, LLC
Peter Bennett joined Millennium in December 2011 following 30 years of experience working for a shipping company covering all aspects of their West 
Coast operations. He is responsible for expanding the bulk product business at Millennium.
Throughout his career, Peter has been actively engaged in many industry organizations, and worked on such projects as establishing the Washington 
State Maritime Commission and its successor organization the Washington State Maritime Cooperative which is responsible for oil spill contingency 
planning and response for Puget Sound.  Peter has been actively involved with the Columbia River Steamship Operators’ Association, Inc. for many years 
and is also Millennium’s liaison to other maritime groups and organizations including the Merchants Exchange and the Pacific Northwest Waterways 
Association.
P.O. Box 2098, 4029 Industrial Way, Longview, Washington 98632, (360) 636-8267, Cell: (253) 223-1526, p.bennett@millenniumbulk.com,  
www.millenniumbulk.com, 
Other Contacts:
Ms. Heather Sievers, Safety Specialist, Millennium Bulk Terminals Longview, LLC
PO Box 2098, 4029 Industrial Way, Longview, Washington 98632, (360) 425-2800, h.seivers@millenniumbulk.com, www.millenniumbulk.com, 
Mr. Robert (Bob) Stewart, General Manager, Millennium Bulk Terminals Longview, LLC
PO Box 2098, 4029 Industrial Way, Longview, Washington 98632, (360) 425-2800, r.stewart@millenniumbulk.com, www.millenniumbulk.com, 
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PORT OF LONGVIEW
Operating since 1921, the Port of Longview has eight marine terminals and waterfront industrial property spanning 835 acres on 
the deep-draft Columbia River, 66 miles from the Pacific Ocean in Southwest Washington state. 
The Port plays an important role in economic development by creating jobs in manufacturing and international trade. Here at the 
Port, we develop infrastructure to support these jobs, creating a positive economic ripple that strengthens the local community.  
International trade has grown since 1921, and the types of cargos handled by the Port have diversified. Our cargo handling 
specialties include all types of bulk cargos and breakbulk commodities such as steel, lumber, logs, grain, minerals, fertilizers, pulp, 
paper, wind energy, project and heavy-lift cargo.
Mr. Norman Krehbiel, Chief Executive Officer, Port of Longview
Norm joined the Port in 1993 as the Director of Facilities and Engineering. In 2008 he was appointed Deputy Executive Director and later, Chief 
Operating Officer. On September 1, 2016, he was unanimously appointed by the Board of Commissioners as Chief Executive Officer. 2016.
Norm, who has more than 34 years of marine and related engineering experience, earned his bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from Oregon State 
University in 1979. He is a professional engineer in Oregon and Washington and a professional land surveyor in Oregon.

Norm serves on the Public Facilities District Board and formerly, the Southwest Washington Regional Airport board.
He lives in Longview with his wife Denise. They have two children and five grandchildren.
Ms. Ashley Helenberg, Director of External Affairs, Port of Longview
Ashley joined the Port as Communications and Public Affairs Manager in 2008. She oversees communications and government relations, frequently 
traveling to Olympia and Washington, D.C., to advocate for funding for transportation infrastructure such as highway improvements, Columbia River 
dredging and jetty maintenance. 
A graduate of Kelso High School, Ashley received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Washington in Communications with a minor in Political 
Science.
Ashley was named chairwoman of the Washington Public Ports Association’s Public Relations Committee in July 2014. She also serves on the public 
relations committee of the American Association of Port Authorities, among other industry-related groups.
Port of Longview, 10 Port Way, Longview, WA 98632, (360) 425-3305, Direct: (360) 703-0206, ahelenberg@portoflongview.com, www.portoflongview.com
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
Captain Jeremy C. Smith, Sector Commander, Sector Columbia River
Captain Smith was previously assigned to the U.S. Coast Guard Aviation Training Center (ATC) as the Executive Officer, responsible 
for shaping the development and execution of all aspects of Coast Guard pilot and aircrew training and fleet standardization for all 
aircraft types at 26 air stations and 43 flight deck equipped cutters. Additionally, ATC serves as the aviation capabilities development 
center and provides 24/7 fixed-wing operational response for District Eight and Atlantic Area.
Prior to ATC, Captain Smith served as the Chief of Response and Air Operations Officer at Sector San Diego, responsible for the maritime safety, security, 
and stewardship of the Captain of the Port Zone. As the Search and Rescue Mission Coordinator and lead maritime agency, he managed the inter-
agency Joint Harbor Operations Center in employing 3 MH-60T helicopters, a 110’ patrol boat, 3 87’ patrol boats, and a boat station to ensure the safety 
of life at sea and to combat Transnational Criminal Organizations.
Previously, Captain Smith was assigned to the Aviation Safety Division, Office of Safety and Environmental Health, at Coast Guard Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. where he was responsible for policy development and program management of the service’s aviation mishap prevention and loss 
programs. He also served as the Laser Hazard Control program manager, solely responsible for managing certification requirements for all Coast Guard 
laser systems.
Earning his naval aviator wings in 1998 at Naval Flight Training in Pensacola, Florida, his assignments include the Post-Graduate Aviation Safety 
Management program at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University; Rotary Wing Aviator at Air Station Kodiak; Rotary Wing Aviator at Air Station 
Clearwater; and Deck Watch Officer  on board the USCGC MACKINAW (WAGB-83) out of Cheboygan, MI.
Captain Smith graduated from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in 1996 with a Bachelor of Science in Marine and Environmental Science, followed by a 
Master of Science in Safety Science from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, and a certificate in Aviation Safety and Security from the University of 
Southern California School of Engineering.
He is the recipient of the 2004 CAPT Frank Erickson Rotary Wing Rescue Award and the 2004 CAPT Marion “Gus” Schrode Flight Safety Award. His 
personal awards include two Meritorious Service Medals, an Air Medal, two Coast Guard Commendation Medals, and two Coast Guard Achievement 
Medals, as well as various service and unit awards.

UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD
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PROTECTORS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Among the Sector’s many missions are Search and Rescue; Marine Inspection; Waterways Management; Ports, Waterways and Coastal Security; Law 
Enforcement; Marine Environmental Protection and Response; Aids to Navigation; Boating and Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety; and Living Marine 
Resources. 
Sector Columbia River executes these missions along 420 miles of coast, 465 miles of inland rivers and 33 ports with a workforce of 500 Active Duty, 
105 Reserve, 29 Civilian and 890 volunteer Auxiliary personnel. 
Our primary maritime stakeholders include deep draft shipping, ports and terminals, charter and commercial fishing vessels, the towboat and barge 
industry, recreational boaters and all others who benefit from, utilize and enjoy our waters. 
The Astoria Regional Airport in Warrenton, OR serves as the Sector’s Headquarters and home to the Sector Commander, who also serves as Captain of 
the Port, Federal Maritime Security Coordinator, Search and Rescue Mission Coordinator, Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection, and Federal On Scene 
Coordinator. Also in Warrenton are Air Station Astoria, and the Sector Command Center, Response and Logistics Departments. 
Sector Logistics provides Supply, Administration, Medical, Chaplain, Naval and Civil Engineering, Communications and other support functions to 
Sector Columbia River and other area units. 
The Sector Prevention Department, which includes Inspections, Investigations and Waterways Management, is Marine Safety Unit Portland, Oregon, a 
two hour drive from the Sector proper. 
Sector Columbia River Units                                        
• Sector Columbia River, Warrenton, OR 
• Air Station Astoria, Warrenton, OR 
• Marine Safety Unit Portland, Portland, OR
• Aid to Navigation Team Kennewick, Kennewick, WA
• Aids to Navigation Team Astoria, Astoria, OR 
• Station Portland, Portland, OR
• Station Cape Disappointment, Ilwaco, WA 
• Station Grays Harbor, Westport, WA 
• Station Tillamook Bay, Garibaldi, OR 
• USCG Cutter Bluebell, Portland, OR

Other CG Units Supported by Sector Columbia River       
• USCG Cutter ALERT (WMEC-630)
• USCG Cutter STEADFAST (WMEC-623)
• USCG Cutter ELM (WLB-204)
• National Motor Lifeboat School
• Electronic Support Detachment Astoria
• Advanced Helicopter Rescue School
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THANK YOU TO OUR INDUSTRY PARTNERS FOR 
MAKING COBALT 2018 POSSIBLE!

KALAMA 
EXPORT


