
Leaning forward 
to protect the river

Dale Jensen, Manager
Department of Ecology Spills Program
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 Spiller pays - reporting required

 National-Area level planning

 Liability and financial responsibility; damage claims

 Federal fund, state fund.

 RCW authority for oil spill prevention, preparedness, 
response, and INEC (Investigation, NRDA, Enforcement, 
Cost Recovery)
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Legal Framework
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Prevent, prepare, respond to spills



 Substantial risk vessel inspections

 Voluntary compliance for tank vessels

 Regulated oil transfer inspections

 Facility inspections

 Approve facility manuals, plans, 

programs

 Pre-booming

 Investigations

 Oil Spill Risk Assessments
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Prevention



Preparedness

 Review, approve industry 
contingency plans for vessels, 
oil-handling facilities, pipelines, 
rail

 Oversee and help plan oil spill 
drills to test contingency plans 

 Review, develop Geographic 
Response Plans, early-response 
strategies to protect our most 
sensitive resources. 
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Response

 Operate 24 hours a day from six 
offices

 Respond to over 4,000 spills per year

 Work with local first responders so 
they can respond quickly 

 Clean up drug labs

 Expanding our remote sensing and 
spill tracking capability

 Equipment cache grants
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Oil Spill Contingency Plans in 
Washington



 Marine Fire & Safety Association (MFSA) provides 
umbrella coverage for vessels transiting the Columbia 
River if they do not have their own state approved oil 
spill contingency plans
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Umbrella Plan Structure



 Relationships are 
formed during drills 
and spill incidents

 Northwest Area 
Committee

 Pacific States/ B.C. Oil 
Spill Task Force

 Transboundary work 
with Oregon

12

Partnerships – Strength in 
Numbers



COVID-19 Impacts

 Ecology has been largely teleworking since March

 Maintaining our ability to respond to spills

 Resumed facility and oil transfer inspections

 Developed email screening process to maintain contact 
with vessels entering Washington waters

 Continuing to review contingency plan updates, facility 
plans/manuals

 Rescheduling oi spill drills; conducting some drills 
virtually

 Conducting meetings and outreach events via webinar

 Managing budget impacts
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 Improving our ability to respond to spills on non-floating 
oils

 Partnering with the Washington Board of Pilotage 
Commissioners to implement 2019 legislation

 Developing a quantitative oil spill risk assessment model

 Maintaining our ability to respond under COVID 
conditions

 Continuing to adapt as the COVID situation changes 
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What’s ahead



Questions?

Brian Kirk, Prevention Section Manager
Spills Program
Washington Department of Ecology          
425-395-5800
brian.kirk@ecy.wa.gov
www.ecology.wa.gov
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