
Columbia River Basin Leadership Training Program (COBALT) 
2025  Agenda 

Tuesday, September 30, 2025 

����Location: USCG Sector Columbia River, Training Room – 6767 N Basin Ave, Portland, 
OR 97217 

0800 – 0830 Meet at Sector Columbia River (Breakfast provided) 
0830 – 0930 COBALT Program Overview & CRSOA – Ms. Kate Mickelson, Executive 
Director 
0930 – 1015 A Day in the Life of an Agent – Mr. Cale Karrick, Southport Agencies, Inc. 
1015 – 1030 Break (Snacks provided by CRSOA) 
1030 – 1115 Pacific Northwest Waterways Association – Mr. Neil Maunu, Executive 
Director 
1115 – 1200 Columbia River Towboat Association – Sam Dedrick, Chair
1200 – 1245 Lunch Provided by Sponsor 
1245 – 1300 Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots – Mr. Tom Griffitts, Executive Director 
1300 – 1345 Columbia River Bar Pilots – Captain Dan Jordan
1345 – 1430 Columbia River Pilots – Captain Cory Williams 
1430 – 1445 Break 
1445 – 1515 Launch Companies – Mr. Brett Bybee (Columbia River Launch) 
1515 – 1615 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District – Mr. Dan Howard, 
Chief of Navigation Division 
1615 – 1630 NOAA, Office of Coast Survey – Ms. Laura Pagano, Northwest Navigation 
Manager 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/2nt5q1NZEktK1Qmc6


Wednesday, October 1, 2025 

����Location: Port of Vancouver USA, Address:  3203 NW Harborside Dr. Vancouver, 
WA 98660.

1. From I-5 North or South take the Mill Plain Exit and follow Mill Plain West
2. Turn Left (on W. 26th Ave and proceed to the Port’s Main Gate:  2605 W. 26th 
Ave.
3. Present your TWIC and let them know you are there for the COBALT program. 
4. They will direct you to the Security Office: 3203 NW Harborside Dr.
5. If you do not have a TWIC they will direct you to a waiting area next to the 
Main Gate and instruct you to wait for an escort to the Security Office.

0730 – 0800 Travel to Port of Vancouver USA (Security Conference Room) 
0800 – 0815 Welcome and Review Agenda (Breakfast Provided) 
0815 – 0900 Port of Vancouver USA – Mr. Todd Krout, Director of Operations 
0900 – 1000 Port of Vancouver USA Tour 
1000 – 1015 Break (Snacks Provided) 
1015 – 1115 United Grain Corporation Presentation & Tour – Mr. Earl Dixon, 
Export Terminal Director 
1115 – 1200 ����Return to USCG Sector Columbia River, Training Room – 6767 N 
Basin Ave, Portland, OR 97217 
1200 – 1245 Lunch Provided by Sponsor 
1245 – 1315 EGT – Mr. Matthew Kerrigan, Operations Manager
1315 – 1345 TEMCO (Kalama & Portland) – Mr. Tom Rodman, Plant Manager 
1345 – 1415 National Cargo Bureau – Mr. Joel Atillo, Staff Surveyor 
1415 - 1430 David Evans & Associates - Jon L. Dasler, Senior VP

https://www.google.com/maps?sca_esv=764700c983d0c1df&output=search&q=3203+NW+Harborside+Dr.+Vancouver,+WA+98660.&source=lnms&fbs=AIIjpHxU7SXXniUZfeShr2fp4giZMLQ4RPdPjLPmOakFCN7X8DoRw1EZlSAGGls2cTYF6YJS1tDy0u3q87Y4hRUN2kH-dmYVRZQ8aVBxL094vHsDroO1dolJj7Xd4KBhSR7G78CzhLWHQBNQHXIZ2vjikwRvjFVAKlZlbi9GjhiboFKdOVZ3ENc2p3IviJz_oRcOHXpBS9hO2IZsgo9RzVH7t0Rv33N3jw&entry=mc&ved=1t:200715&ictx=111
https://maps.app.goo.gl/2nt5q1NZEktK1Qmc6


Thursday, October 2, 2025 

��Location: Clean Rivers Cooperative Operations Facility – 5882 NW St Helens Rd, 
Portland, OR 97231 (Access via NW Front Ave → NW 61st St. Facility on left at end of 
road.) 

0730 – 0800 Travel to Clean Rivers Cooperative 
0800 – 0815 Welcome and Review Agenda (Breakfast Provided) 
0815 – 0845 Merchants Exchange – Mr. Curtis Cannizzaro, Executive Director, 
Mr. Carl Bertapelle, Marine Operations Services Manager
0845 – 0915 MFSA & FPAAC – Mr. Carl Obermier (MFSA GM), Chief Dan Crutchfield 
(Astoria Fire Department)
0915 – 0930 Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety Committee – Mr. Larry 
Landgraver, Port of Longview 
0930 – 0945 Break 
0945 – 1045 Clean Rivers Cooperative Presentation & Tour – Ms. Vanessa Green, 
General Manager 
1045 – 1115 Oregon DEQ – Ms. Kimberlee Van Patten, Senior Emergency 
Response Coordinator, Mr. Josh Emerson, Ballast Water Program Coordinator 

1115 – 1145 Washington Dept. of Ecology – Mr. Matt Bissell, Preparedness Section 
Manager 
1145 – 1215 U.S. Customs and Border Protection - Chief Ian Bow, Assistant Area 
Port Director

1215 – 1315 Lunch Provided by Sponsor 
1315 – 1345 ����Return to USCG Sector Columbia River, Training Room – 6767 N Basin 
Ave, Portland, OR 97217  
1345 – 1400 Sector Columbia River Port Coordination Team – Mr. Jim Merten, Port 
Security Specialist (Recovery/Salvage) 
1400 – 1415 Cybersecurity – Mr. Sean Morrison, MTS Cybersecurity Advisor 
1415 – 1430 Maritime Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation - Ms. Xochitl 
Castaneda, Pacific Northwest and Alaska Gateway Director 

1445 - 1530 Fire Response Boat Tours

https://maps.app.goo.gl/aTTBabFaRKfHcQ8D8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/2nt5q1NZEktK1Qmc6


OR 97217 

0800 – 0815 Welcome and Review Agenda (Breakfast Provided) 
0815 – 1000 Port of Portland, Loadmax, Dredge Oregon – Mr. Richard Vincent, Mr. 
Don Tjostolvson, Mr. Kelly Madalinski 
1000 – 1045 NOAA Northwest River Forecast Center – Mr. Henry Pai, Hydrologist 
1045 – 1100 Break (Snacks Provided) 
1100 – 1145 Travel to Port of Kalama 
1145 – 1230 Port of Kalama – Mr. Mark Wilson, Executive Director (Working Lunch 
Provided) 
1230 – 1245 American Cruise Lines – Ms. Kristin Meira, Director of Government Affairs 
1245 – 1300 Port of Columbia County - Ms. Amy Bynum, Deputy Executive Director 
1300-1345 ����Travel to Port of Longview – 10 International Way, Longview, WA 
98632 
1345 – 1415 Port of Longview Presentation & Tour – Mr. Larry Landgraver, Equipment 
and Fleet Manager 
1415 – 1500 Wrap Up 

����Location: USCG Sector Columbia River, Training Room – 6767 N Basin Ave, Portland, 

Friday, October 3, 2025 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/2nt5q1NZEktK1Qmc6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/gvZvMz8t1nBCkCHX9



