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Merchants Exchange
Legacy of Service

History of the Merchants Exchange
• The Merchants Exchange has served the Columbia 

River Maritime Community since 1879. Member-
based, maritime-focused, non-profit association. 

Marine Intelligence Services
• Real-time tracking of vessels between Astoria and 

Portland; the “eyes and ears” of vessel traffic via AIS.

Vessel & Cargo Statistics
• The only Marine Exchange to collect & publish cargo 

statistics in addition to vessel statistics. 



Maritime Information Services of North America (MISNA) is a coalition of 
non-profit maritime information service organizations dedicated to 
providing information, communications and related services to ensure safe, 
secure, efficient and environmentally sound maritime operations. 

• Alaska

• Vancouver, British 
Columbia

• Puget Sound, Seattle

• Columbia River, Portland, 
OR

• San Francisco, CA

• Southern California

• Houston, TX

• New York/New 
Jersey

• Delaware River, 
Philadelphia

• Baltimore, MD

• Virginia

• Louisiana

• New Orleans



Our Association Members

Association 
Management



Mission of the Merchants Exchange

“To be the leading provider of information and related services to all 
stakeholders of the Pacific Northwest intermodal transportation system 
and to support related business interests for domestic and foreign 
commerce.”



Membership

• Operators
• Admiralty Attorneys
• Tug & Barge Companies
• Customs Brokers
• Freight Forwarders
• Pilots

• Stevedores
• Ship Repair Services
• Port Authorities
• Terminals
• Trade Associations
• Launch Services



DATA & REPORTING      MARINE OPERATIONS SERVICES      ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT
ALL DAY, EVERY DAY . . .  we are here to support the Columbia River maritime community. 



Serving the 
Columbia River Maritime 

Community



Products and Services

Communication Services

Association 

Management

Grant Management

Information Collection 

Vessel Tracking

Maritime

Education

Maritime 

Engagement 

Custom Reporting



Regional Marine Intelligence
Vessel Tracking, Information Collecting, & Reports



A signed MoA with the USCG-SCR

• Merchants Exchange & Clean 
Rivers Cooperative facilities 
are available to the USCG-
SCR in case of emergency.

• Safety net for the river
• Working relationship

• Continuous Operations



The Eyes and Ears of the River

What we started as
A lookout watching the river to see 
what vessels were coming in. Hand 
delivering that information to the 
Exchange
Where we are now (140 Years later)
A complex multifaceted system of 
radio towers, databases, phone lines, 
and software. Creating a network of 
data and services for the Columbia 
River and beyond. 





Vessel & Cargo Statistics
Columbia River: Gateway to Global Trade



Vessel Calls by Cargo Type

Vessel Calls
by Ship Type
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2023
45,998,697,734 lbs
Total weight (lbs) of Columbia River grain exports in 2023

Forty Destination Countries
© 2021 Merchants Exchange All Rights Reserved

21,512,880,978 lbs
China accounts for 47% of grain exported including: 

wheat, peas, sorghum, corn & soybeans



Next Port of Destination 2023

  

            

        

  

  

  
  

      

         
        

         

         

        

  
         

         
        

         

  
              

         

                                                  

  

  

         

        

  

         

        

              

        



Maritime Industry Engagement

• Area Maritime Security Council (AMSC)
• Port Coordination Team
• Lower Columbia Region Harbor Safety 

Committee
• Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots
• Business OregonEngagement and 

Education



Maritime Industry 
Communications

Maritime Communication

• Email Alerts and Notifications

• Distribution to over 1,000 

local maritime professionals

• LinkedIn, Facebook, and X (Twitter)

• Daily News Bulletin

• Bi-Monthly Newsletter

Engagement and 
Education



Maritime Training Opportunities
Strengthening the maritime industry through engagement and education. 



Shipping Education Series

Shipping 101: Business of 
Shipping

October 2024

Shipping 201: Movement of a 
Ship

February 2025

Shipping 202: Movement 
of Cargo

April 2025

Shipping 301: Marine Highway

June 2025

Four (4) Weekly Online Classes
10 am to 12 pm
Columbia River maritime professional development course presented by 
industry subject matter experts during eight (8) hours of instruction.



• A 2-hour seminar offered by the Merchants 
Exchange that covers the basics of the 
Incident Command System (ICS) as it is used 
in the maritime industry. 

• This course was designed to be accessible for 
maritime professionals who are non-
responders, security officials, maintenance 
personnel, and others who may indirectly 
support an emergency event or response. 



Merchants Exchange Scholarship Fund

The Merchants Exchange Scholarship Fund is a 501©(3) organization 
designed to support students with a demonstrated passion and drive 
for the maritime industry. We award funds to students pursuing or 
advancing careers in the maritime industry at two-year, four-year, 
graduate programs, or US Coast Guard approved programs.



Business Continuity and Disaster 
Recovery Plan (BCDRP)

Assessment

Notification

Activation / 
Escalation

Recovery

Exercise / 
Drill

Our BCDRP plan outlines 
procedures designed to both operate 
during an event causing a disruption 
to normal operations and to recover 
systems within a timely manner. 

Merchants Exchange employs the 
Incident Command System (ICS) 
process and structure with the 
objective of protecting people and 
property and minimizing downtime. 



Grant Management

Regional Grant Management Resource
• Specialized support for regional members & partners
• Over 30 years experience

• Grant Writing
• US Dept. of Transportation Grants
• WA Dept. of Transportation Grants
• FEMA Port Security Grant ProgramGrant 

Management



Association Management

Provide Management & Specialized services to 
other regional non-profit maritime trade and 
professional associations for effective operation

Services may include:
• Executive Services, Board of Director & Committee Support
• Administrative and Financial Management
• Membership Development and Retention
• Education and Professional Development
• Meetings Planning & Event Management
• Marketing, Branding, and Public Affairs
• Communications, Publications and Website
• Social Media and Community Outreach



Products and Services

Communication Services

Association 

Management

Grant Management

Information Collection 

Vessel Tracking

Maritime

Education

Maritime 

Engagement 

Custom Reporting



QUESTIONS?
Curtis Cannizzaro, Executive Director

cannizzaro@pdxmex.com 
503-220-2087

www.pdxmex.com

mailto:cannizzaro@pdxmex.com
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