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Rev: 02/14/20 Pilot Ladder Non-Compliance Report 

From:  Columbia River Bar Pilots Date:_________________ 

To: (agent) ____________________________ 
U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit, Portland OR  psc-pdx@uscg.mil 
Columbia River Pilots  dispatchers@colrip.com 

While embarking/disembarking the ship _________________________, the following safety discrepancy 
was observed about the pilot ladder: 

General condition of pilot ladder: (Indicate the fault and expand in the comments section below) 

The pilot ladder construction did not meet current SOLAS standards. 

The pilot ladder was not rigged as per current SOLAS regulations. 

A combination was used and not rigged as per current SOLAS regulations. 

The combination included a non-compliant trap door arrangement 

The pilot ladder was in poor general condition and showing signs of age or wear. 

Steps have un-even spacing or are not horizontal. 

The pilot ladder and/or deck boarding area were not adequately lit at night. 

Stanchions were not securely fastened to the ship to enable the pilot to step safely from the top 
of the ladder on to the ship’s deck. 

A heaving line and a life buoy with self-igniting light were not available for immediate use. 

The rigging of the ladder was not checked or the embarkation and disembarkation of the pilot 
were not supervised by a watch keeping deck officer. 

A tripping line was fitted to the bottom of the ladder. 

Master was informed. 

(See page two for additional comments and detailed SOLAS regulations) 

A condition of service by the Columbia River Bar Pilots is that the pilot ladder will be rigged in 

accordance with SOLAS Chapter V, Regulation 23. The above named vessel is required to correct all 

deficiencies before requesting the service of a pilot.  

_____________________________ 
Pilot (Optional) 
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