
Preventing, Preparing for, and 
Responding to Oil Spills
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Ecology Spills Program

• 1 of 14 Ecology Programs
• “Zero Spills Goal” =  high expectations
• Protect Washington’s environment, cultural 

resources, economy, and public health
• Prevention is our best investment
• Plan to respond in rapid, aggressive, and well 

coordinated manner
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Vancouver Field Office 

Sean Kuschel – Vessel and Oil 
Transfer Inspector

Ken Esplin – Facility Engineer Ben Kastine – Responder

Ben Cornell – Responder 



 Prevention 
  Oil transfer inspections – 

ship, facility and at anchor.
 Voluntary compliance for 

tank vessels.
 Facility inspections, plan 

review.
 Oil transportation risk 

assessment.
 Harbor Safety Committee.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Substantial risk inspections
Bunkering inspections
Oil-transfer inspections
What’s new: At-anchor inspections

State Law - RCW 88.46 and State Rules - WAC 317-31
Primary goal is to work with industry to ensure accepted industry standards are met as a means to prevent spills 
Establish good rapport and communication with industry – Partnership!
Increase awareness of our regulations and provide technical assistance.

State Law - RCW 88.46.167 and Rule - WAC 173-180-035 
Monitoring Oil Transfers for compliance with regulations and best practices
Ensuring pre-booming is conducted when safe and effective to do so
Establish good rapport and communication with industry – Partnership!
Increase awareness of our regulations and provide technical assistance as needed on oil transfer regulations and accepted practices





Preparedness
 Oil spill contingency plans for 

vessels, facilities, pipelines, mobile 
facilities & railroads. Evaluate 
roughly120 drills/year year to test 
contingency plans.

 Geographic Response Plans, 
initial-response strategies to 
protect sensitive resources.

 Primary Response Contractors, 
equipment inspection, Spill 
Management Teams, Wildlife 
Response Service Providers.
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“Umbrella” Vessel Contingency Plan Coverage
Law – RCW 88.46.060
Regulation – WAC 173-182

 Cargo, Passenger, Fishing 
Vessels 300GT and larger

 Tank Vessels

Provides an easy, cost-effective 
mechanism for vessels to enroll 
and get approved plan 
coverage in Washington and 
Oregon.  
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A contingency plan outlines what is necessary to ensure a rapid, aggressive and well-coordinated response to an oil spill.�
Procedures to immediately activate response teams and resources.
Identification of spill management teams
Analysis of planning standards and worst-case spill (WCS) volume to assess necessary response needs
Appropriate response equipment and personnel for responding to a worst-case spill
Identification of oil types and properties
Contracts with primary response contractors (PRCs) to provide necessary response equipment and personnel
Commitment for drills to test the plan. 





Geographic 
Response Plans
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
GRPs are developed as a inclusive process that includes out industry partners, communities, local, tribal, state and federal partners. 

GRPs are a great tool for the early hours action before response is ramping up. 

CR is one of the oldest GRPs and was updated in 2017. 





Reporting Vessel Emergencies
Notification of vessel incidents such as loss of propulsion, fire, collisions, 
etc.
• Pose a significant risk of spills.
• Allow for coordination and time to mount a response as needed.
• Calls for immediate notification (state and federal phone numbers)

What can you expect from us?
• We will thank you when this is met.
• We will ask you to recognize this requirement if there is a miss and do 

better in the future if it is not.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this notification is to enable the department to coordinate with the vessel operator, contingency plan holder, and the United States coast guard to protect the public health, welfare, and natural resources of the state and to ensure all reasonable spill preparedness and response measures are in place prior to a spill occurring.




Response
  Rapid, Aggressive, Well 

Coordinated Response. 24 
hours a day from six offices.

 Receive over 4,000 spill reports 
per year – including drug labs

 Incident Management Team
 Incident investigation, 

Enforcement
 Natural Resource Damage 

Assessment
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NW Area/Regional Contingency Planning
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Three state regional plan signed by the feds and states (Oregon, Idaho and Washington)
These plans spell out the important policies such as use of dispersants.

http://www.dhs.state.or.us/index.html
http://www.doh.wa.gov/


Our Tribal Partners on the River

• Nez Perce Tribe
• Confederated Tribes of the 

Umatilla Indian Reservation
• Confederated Tribes of the 

Warm Springs Reservation of 
Oregon

• Confederated Tribes and Bands 
of the Yakama Nation.

• Columbia River Inter-tribal Fish 
Commission
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Oil Spill Notifications
State Laws
RCW 90.56.280

 Duty to notify coast guard and 
division of emergency 
management of discharge.

RCW 88.46.100
 Significant Vessel Incident 

Reporting Requirement

This is in addition to the call to the 
National Response Center.  
Ecology notifies others in return.
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What is it really all about?
• Protecting our communities, environment, economy, and way of life
• Building partnerships with industry, agencies, and response contractors 

so we stand and work together if an incident/spill were to occur
• Instilling public confidence

Ecology Spills Program
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We understand that it takes all of us to be vigilant in our protection of the environment and we appreciate all the cooperation and partnerships from our industry, tribes, communities and agency partner. 



Thank you  /  Questions

Matt Bissell
Preparedness Section Manager

Matt.Bissell@ecy.wa.gov
(360) 280-7061

Ecology Spills Program
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